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Sunday Worship:
August 16, 10:30 a.m.

"Service, Cheesecake, and the Great Mystery"

Rev. Forman will present a vision of Christianity centered on personal
experience, mystery, and spiritual depth rather than rigid belief — an

invitation to rediscover the tradition’s rich mystical core. 

Dr. Robert K.C. Forman, Pulpit Guest
Peter Meny, Worship Associate

Benjamin Mabrey, Interim Director of Music

Dr. Robert K.C. Forman, Pulpit Guest —Dr.
Robert Forman is a writer, speaker, and spiritual
counselor who has spent his life exploring the
mystical dimension of human experience. An
interfaith minister, meditation teacher, and former
hospital chaplain, he has taught internationally and
founded the Forge Institute for Spirituality and Social
Change.

His latest book, Christianity Reimagined: A Mystical
Approach for Doubters and the Dubious, emerges
from nine years of weekly church attendance that

moved him deeply despite his skepticism about traditional doctrine. He
shows how ritual, community, and contemplative practice can speak
powerfully to believers and doubters alike.

Dr. Forman lives in the Berkshires with his wife of 49 years. He is a father,
grandfather, guitarist, birder, and enthusiastic rider of his “big honkin’
motorcycle.”

Peter Meny — Worship Associate
Peter Meny has been an active member of USH for
four decades. A retired school psychologist, he
continues to connect with children through volunteer
tutoring at two Hartford schools. Peter and his wife
Deb live in West Hartford and like to go to the
theater, work on puzzles, read mysteries, and travel. 

Matters of the Heart
To have a joy or sorrow read from the pulpit on Sunday

morning, send the information to
Matters of the Heart.

Services are livestreamed every Sunday on Zoom and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow after service

Past Services on Vimeo
Past Services on Facebook

Join us on Zoom

 

Upcoming Worship Services

August 23 — Practicing Love, Reverend Bob, Minister/Deana
David, Worship Associate/Paul Bisaccia, Guest Pianist

August 30 — Odysseus and Home Repairs, Reverend Bob, Minister/Ben
Harvey, Worship Associate/Benjamin Mabrey, Interim Director of Music

September 3 — First Thursday Vespers with Rev. Bob
Deana David, Worship Associate

September 6 — Reverend Nicholas Bartoli, Pulpit Guest/Miriam Byroade, Worship
Associate/Georgi Lekov, Pianist

August 22 & 23: Overnight CON & Nightlight Mission
Our youth overnight begins Saturday, August 22 at 2 p.m. with a NIGHTLIGHT
Mission in the evening and ends Sunday, morning, August 23. Please see the
attached flyer for details.

If you’d like to donate supplies, the Nightlight tri-fold (attached) lists what
is most helpful.

September 13 (Sunday): InGathering, Water Communion AND RE OPEN
HOUSE: In addition to InGathering and the Water Communion, before the service
we will have an Open House on Sunday, September 13 at 9:45 a.m. publicized a
bit as 'Curious Minds and Compassionate Hearts' (see attached flyer). 

Please :-) send the flyer to any friends and family who might be interested and, of
course, feel free to post anywhere.  Here is some text for a possible post or news to
friends if helpful: "Hi! You and the family may want to come on Sunday, September
13 at 9:45 a.m. for our Open House at the Unitarian Society of Hartford! We’re
growing curious minds and compassionate hearts, and we’d love for you and your
family to be part of it.  Explore books, crafts, and games, meet our minister and
community, see how our youth serve Hartford, enjoy our playground and garden, and
learn why our historic building is a national landmark.  Parents are welcome to leave
kids in the play & youth room during the 10:30 service if comfortable.  50 Bloomfield
Avenue  All are welcome at HartfordUU.org  

September 25–27: Welcome Back RE Retreat
Join us for a beautiful fall weekend in Litchfield County to reconnect, recharge, and
welcome a new RE year.
For parents:

Connect with other RE families
Enjoy local wineries, restaurants, and nature trails
Walk to Arethusa Dairy (the best ice cream around)

For kids & youth:
Hiking trails and lakes within walking distance
Game room
Fire pit
On-site playground
Acres of nature — bordered on three sides by White Memorial Nature Preserve

Lodging photos:  Bantam Beauty: Surrounded By Nature! - Houses for Rent
in Litchfield, Connecticut, United States - Airbnb  Permission form: TRIP-
PERMISSION-FORM-1-1.pdf

It’s going to be a wonderful weekend in community.

USH General Interest

The Village for Families and Children —
Uniform Fundraiser 2026

The first day of school for Hartford Public
schools is August 25. Back to school
means seeing old friends , wondering about
the new kids, and this year’s teacher. The first

few days of school it’s important to feel proud and confident. A new uniform that
fits properly can help feelings of confidence and belonging grow, as worry about
the “in” clothes decreases.

Hartford students must wear school specific clothes, or uniforms. Uniforms are a
great equalizer. There is an example of a warm weather uniform from SANDS
school on the wall in Fellowship Hall.

The Village for Families and Children is holding its annual Uniform Fundraiser
this summer to help 1,500 children return to school. USH has been donating to
this Fundraiser since 2013 and is continuing this year.

THE FUNDRAISER OFFICIALLY ENDS THIS SUNDAY AUGUST 16. We are
accepting donations through next week.

The Unitarian Society of Hartford is a warm, supportive, and surprising
congregation. How so? As of 7/23/26 we had collected $820. On 8/9/26 the
total was $3,3970. WOW! That was a big surprise. Last summer (2025) our total
donation was $3,471.32. USH is on a roll! Let’s try to make this year’s total even
bigger than last year; it won’t take a lot more, and it will bring some much-
needed happiness to children. We are soaring.

Donate by check, made out to USH with 'Uniforms' in the subject line, or the link
in our online giving portal. Cash may be put in the glass vase near the uniform
displayed on the wall in Fellowship Hall
.
Please give as you are able — any amount is welcome. Thank you for thinking of
the children.

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY GIVEN.
The fundraiser ends August 16. Thank you for thinking of the children.

~ Joanne Orlando  jrporlando@cox.net

E-News Summer Publication
Schedule:

August 2026 release dates for the E-News will be
August 12 & 26.

The regular publication schedule will resume on
September 9. 

Weekly Worship Reminders will continue to
appear in your in-box on Saturday mornings.

Special notice for program organizers —
The September "Gatherings" supplement to the USH E-News will be listing
start-up dates and other information concerning weekly or monthly regularly-
occurring programs, meetings, get-togethers, and similar meetings, be they in-
person, virtual, or hybrid. Organizers, please be in touch with Karolina to (a)
ensure your activity is appropriately described in Gatherings as well as
accurately scheduled on the master USH online calendar. Thanks!

What a Home Run...

UUGH (Unitarian Universalists of Greater Hartford), a collaboration of
UUs from USH, UUSE, and the Universalist Church of West Hartford
(Fern Street), organized a YardGoats event in Hartford on
August 1. Over 70 members and friends from each congregation
gathered to watch an exciting YardGoats win over the New Hampshire
Fishercats while enjoying hot dogs, burgers, and fellowship with each
other. 

~ Contributed by Nina Elgo

Click here to register online

Social Justice
Over fifty people, including ten
USH members, met at the West
Hartford Universalist Church on
August 5th for a GHIAA meeting on
immigration justice, entitled ICE
Response & Immigration
Solidarity. We joined leaders from
GHIAA, Hands Off CT, and local
rapid response and community
defense organizations for a practical
training on how our faith
community can be part of
responding to ICE presence in our
state. We learned about ongoing initiatives that support immigrant communities
—organizations that included Hartford Deportation Defense and CT Students for
a Dream, as well as others. We were offered time to plan, as a group, for what
more our congregation can do and how we might want to engage others at USH.

Our USH group wants to focus on three interrelated tasks: support for ICE
detainees and their families, accompaniment to court and immigration hearings,
and helping immigrants prepare information for their lawyers if and when
needed. We are actively seeking more volunteers, including bilingual translators.

There is more planning to do, and we will be working within the GHIAA
structure on the follow-up. However, we think it's important to communicate
about these initiatives sooner rather than later, and to invite others from USH to
learn more by participating in one or more of the upcoming August trainings.
Soon, we'll be reaching out to the congregation to find individuals' interest and
availability to engage in a variety of support activities for our neighbors."

GHIAA Training: Post-Detention Support with C4D
GHIAA Training: Post-Detention Support with C4D
Date: Tuesday, August 18
Time: Either 1-3 p.m. or 6-8 p.m.
Location: Zoom
As a follow-up to our ICE Response and Immigrant Solidarity Training, come
learn ways to support immigrant neighbors through post-detention support. This
training will be led by staff from CT Students for a Dream, the CT Immigrant
Support Network, and The American Immigrant Legal Clinic.

GHIAA Training: Court Accompaniment with HDD
GHIAA Training: Court Accompaniment with HDD
Date: Sunday, August 30 (tentative)
Time: Afternoon, 3 hours
Location: In person, Hartford / West Hartford
As a follow-up to our ICE Response and Immigrant Solidarity Training, learn
how to support immigrant neighbors through court accompaniment. This
training will be led by Hartford Deportation Defense and Hartford Area Rapid
Response.

While you may attend individually, we hope you will organize a
small group from your congregation to participate with you. Please
have each person complete this form to register for the training.

Please do NOT share this information on social media.

Horace Bushnell Update

Horace Bushnell recipients start lining up outside the door
more than an hour before distribution begins. That line is
very long on the very hot Friday and Saturday mornings
when food is available: only 3 days a month. The notice

states the days, dates, and times and then clearly says, "While supplies last". Can
you imagine what that feels like for the folks waiting?

Give as generously as you can: Food in the bins or funds through the church
office.

~In loving gratitude,
Diana Heymann

USH Resources
Unitarian Society of Hartford

50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 (860) 233-9897
Website: www.hartforduu.org
Email: office@hartforduu.org

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Office Hours: *SUMMER HOURS*
Monday – Tuesday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Wednesday: Virtual Only
Thursday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.
Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Board Meetings are held on the
Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Next Meeting: Board Retreat, August 29 Time TBA

2026/27 USH Board of Directors —
 
Virginia deLima: President
Sarah McKenzie: President-Elect
Ellen Erway: Treasurer
MJ Thoms: Secretary
Deana David: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando: Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Laura Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Dana Donovan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email to:
ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office for the username and password.

Financial reports for FY 2026-2027 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
Missed the annual meeting? View the 2025/26 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes can be found here.

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Benjamin Mabrey, Interim Director of Music
musicdirector@hartforduu.org | 860-966-2453

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-News submissions is
5 p.m. Monday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH E-News", and include the dates
that your submission should be featured. Announcements about upcoming
events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other arrangements have
been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or organization, please
pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200 words or less. Note that all
material is subject to editing prior to publication. Also, please submit
editable material (text and images separately, rather than "poster" format). Finally,
when submitting photos of group activities, include accompanying descriptive text.

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and images
need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

The calendar for August can be
viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar
regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society
of Hartford.

Visit our Happenings page on the
website for more details.
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