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Sunday Worship:
May 10, 10:30 a.m.

"O Magnum Mysterium” – We Are Not Alone"

Nina will share her experiences with music and its potential for wonder,
awe, healing, and connection. 

Nina Elgo, Pulpit Guest
Michael Michaud, Worship Associate

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
Aaliya Cinque and USH Schola Singers

Benjamin Mabrey, Pianist 

Nina Elgo – Pulpit Guest

Since joining USH in the early 1990s, Nina has served on
the Board, a ministerial search committee, the Religious
Education Committee, teaching the middle-schoolers and
working with the high-school youth group. Most recently,
she served as Parliamentarian for the UUA’s General
Assembly from 2016 to 2023 and is currently President of

USH. She has been a judge on the Connecticut Appellate Court since 2017
and a superior court judge since 2004. She has served on the Board of
Playhouse on Park and, over the years, housed more than 30 actors from
all over the country for their productions. She loves theater, hiking,
gardening, photography, and reading. 

Michael Michaud – Worship Associate

Michael has been a Unitarian Universalist since 2001. He
currently serves on the USH Board as Spiritual Life Chair
and as the USH Worship Associate Coordinator. Michael
practices yogic and Buddhist spiritualities and teaches
power vinyasa yoga at a local studio. He receives spiritual
direction in the yogic tradition from Thomas Amellio

(Shivanand), a direct disciple of Swami Sri Kripalvananda (Swami
Kripalu). Michael has a deep appreciation for mindfulness, meditation,
pranayama (breath work), sacred chanting, and Earth-centered (Pagan)
spirituality. 

Matters of the Heart
To have a joy or sorrow read from the pulpit on Sunday

morning, send the information to
 Matters of the Heart.

Services are livestreamed every Sunday on Zoom and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
Past Services

Join us on Zoom

May Services –
Children’s Time at the Top!

Hi, all —

We are trying a little experiment in May –
having a Time For All Ages EVERY Sunday,
and having it right at the beginning, just after the welcome. We’ll have a
family or youth light the chalice, followed by a brief story or talk. Then we’ll
recite the covenant, and sing the children to their classrooms.

We think it’s important to put our children “first” – on the program, and
also in our hearts. We’re excited you’re here! This Time For All Ages will
only be a few minutes, so if you want to catch it, please arrive promptly by
10:30 if possible (though please still come if you’re running late, no worries
at all!). If someone in your family would like to light the chalice we’d love
that – please email Shahan at shahan@hartforduu.org so we can get
you on the program. Thanks and see you Sunday!

Yours faithfully,
Rev. Bob, Shahan, and Worship Associates

 

Upcoming Worship Services
 
May 7 – First Thursday Vespers with Rev. Bob/Deana
David, Worship Associate
 

May 10 – “O Magnum Mysterium” – We Are Not Alone
Pulpit Guest, Nina Elgo/Michael Michaud, Worship Associate/ Meredith
Neumann, Director of Music/Benjamin Mabrey, Pianist 

May 17 – Travel Story (New Member Ceremony)
Rev. Bob, Minister/Deana David, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann,
Director of Music/Choir and Schola Singers/Georgi Lekov, Pianist
 
May 24 –
Rev. Bob, Minister/Ben Harvey, Worship Associate/ Meredith Neumann,
Director of Music/Georgi Lekov, Pianist

May 31 – Youth Service and Bridging Ceremony
USH Youth, Pulpit Guests/Rev. Bob, Minister/Sue Smolski, Worship
Associate/Georgi Lekov, Pianist

Sunday Morning Volunteer Demystification (part one)

The experience of being a Sunday Morning Volunteer will be highlighted in this
space over the next four weeks, as seen through the eyes of some folks who love
their "work". We'll start, as we do each Sunday, with the Greeter at the front
door…

Helen David writes:
The Sunday volunteer position of Greeter at USH is perhaps
the gentlest, most delightful entry into the world of
volunteering. If you have been attending USH for a while,
you now possess a sense of community like no other and
may experience a cleansing, rejuvenating feeling as you
approach the Meeting House door. No matter what
shadows cloud your mind and heart, you find they are
dispelled when you cross the threshold.

Imagine being the Greeter who is blessed with seeing faces reflecting that
wonderful glow! Of course, not everyone’s heart is fully in that “holy place,”
often, you will receive a quiet, reserved smile or “hello.” You learn to read those
beautiful states of mind and heart on the faces of members and friends and feel
each one touch you in a special way.  

I often find myself catching my breath, feeling blessed and so grateful to be the
greeter at USH’s door. What a joy it is ~ to become familiar with the faces of
“regulars” and recognize “newbies” to direct to the Welcome Table to make green
name tags, pick up an informative Welcome Packet on life at USH, and be
blessed with their first experience in the pews of our beloved congregation. It
starts with that first “Welcome to USH” at the door.

Deb Meny writes: 
Many years ago, my intro to UU-ism was here, at the
invitation of a possible new friend, after I moved to Hartford
for a new job. As a liberal Protestant, I knew nothing about
(and was skeptical of) a “Unitarian Universalist” religion. 

Fortunately that service was interesting and engaging. After a
few friendly “Hellos" and “Are you having coffee?”, I was
surprised to stay a bit longer. Hmmm. I considered visiting
another Sunday and, again, enjoyed it.

On my third or fourth visit, someone asked if I would fill a last-minute need to
greet folks as they walked in. I stuttered “… uh, okay?” and was surprised by how
easy and even fun that felt. So I did it another time….

Our Society has become my own – and my subsequent USH husband and
family’s – home base. We look forward to meeting more new friends as they
welcome us!”

Are you ready to create your Greeter story? Contact Laurie Kelleher at
larkkelliher@gmail.com

~ Submitted by Sue Smolski
 

USH General Interest
 
 

OBITUARY

Donald Ralph Hope
March 15, 1948 – April 28, 2026

Donald Ralph Hope of New Britain, Connecticut
passed away peacefully in his home on April 28,
2026, at the age of 78. He was born on March 15,
1948 to Ralph and Barbara Hope in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Don spent his youth in Baltimore, Maryland
and Stamford, Connecticut. He graduated from
Johns Hopkins University, majoring in English, and

from Boston College with a masters in social work.

Don met his wife, Susan, in Boston. The couple got to know each other for
4 years before starting a family. They later moved to northern Vermont
where they had two more children. After 11 years working in social service,
Don decided to pursue a law degree. At age 44, the family relocated to
West Hartford, where Don graduated from the UCONN School of Law. He
would go on to combine his interest in law and passion for therapy
through his independent practice for family therapy and divorce
mediation.

Don was moved by the natural world. He took many camping trips with his
young family, and in later years, rode his motorcycle through the
countryside. He enjoyed boating and fishing, and at age 60, completed an
open water swim from Alcatraz Island. Don expressed himself through
creative writing, photography, and an occasional wacky invention. He was
an involved member of the Unitarian Society of Hartford, and he built
cherished memories as a devoted and loving grandfather.

He will be lovingly remembered by his wife Susan; his children Jennifer,
Stephanie, Andrew, and their spouses; his five grandchildren; his siblings
Elizabeth and Douglas; and a warm community of family and friends.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, May 16 at 11a.m. at the
Unitarian Society of Hartford.

The event will also be available over Zoom. A luncheon will follow at the
church.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the Unitarian Society of
Hartford Memorial Garden , Sandy Hook Promise, or a charity of
your choosing.

 

Celebrating our Revitalized Music Program
 
Have you been enjoying our enhanced USH choir and Schola Singers? We had an
amazing benefit concert on April 26, featuring Paul Bisaccia and our choir and
Schola Singers, directed by our Music Director, Meredith Neumann (Link to
watch the concert here: https://vimeo.com/1186713099?fl=ip&fe=ec)

This concert was a fundraiser to continue bringing excellence in choral and
instrumental music to USH. The concert also celebrated the rededication of our
Mason and Hamlin concert grand piano in the sanctuary, which underwent a
major restoration during summer 2025. (The quality of the reconstruction was
spectacularly demonstrated in Paul's performance of Rhapsody in Blue... many
thanks to Paul for proposing this concert and donating his time and talent to
supporting music at the Meeting House!

The concert has raised $9,000, so far. Help us reach our goal of $10,000! We
are only $1000 away. Every contribution helps, no matter how big or small.

Donate Here

We had so much fun with the Twilight Fire Circle on Sunday! After the service,
everyone was invited to wrap a ribbon around the May pole and make a wish. Click
the photo above for a video! This activity brought joyous memories to one of our
members, Marye Gail Harrison, who wanted to share her poem...

THE MAY POLE

When I was nine in the fourth grade
at William Paca school 83 in Baltimore,
we had a May Day festival with singing

and a May Pole dance.
My class would be the dancers.

I told mom I needed a special full skirt
and a peasant looking blouse to wear.

We would make flower crowns in class.
My Great Aunt Cullie in Tennessee

sent me an elastic top blouse
that could go off the shoulders

and a brown print skirt to wear.
I had never felt so special.

 I remember well the weaving in and out,
up and over, down and under rhythm.

Seventy-five years passed before I danced
around a May Pole again.

Now I had to put my cane aside to grasp a ribbon.
Now I was the oldest and the littlest were

even younger than nine. But just the same was
the weaving in and out,

up and over, down and under rhythm
The sky was just as blue.

The wreath of flowers at the top of the pole
were just as beautiful as I recalled

from that long ago day.

What I did not remember was how
as we wove round and round,

wrapping the pole in bright colors
of our individual ribbons,

they grew shorter and shorter,
while we drew closer and closer

to each other in community.

We tied off our ribbons with a silent wish.
Then the pole was wrapped with a thin spirit ribbon,

sealing in our unity for another year. 

NEWCOMERS —
Are you "UU-curious"?

Join other newcomers at “First Connections”, an informal gathering Under the
Stairs on May 10, following our Sunday service. Bring your coffee or tea for
conversation about Unitarian Universalism, the Unitarian Society of Hartford
and most of all to consider the wondering question…What brought you here
today?

Whether it is your first time, or you’ve been coming and curious for a while, join
us. Members and friends are always welcome and broaden the insights to our
very special faith.

Cookies, fruit, conversation…and you…join us Under the Stairs.
More info?? Contact Laurie Kelliher

Lunch Bunch, May 12, noon —
In Fellowship Hall

Bring a brown-bag lunch and your favorite beverage, and
join other USH folks for a monthly get-together. Let
Janice Newton know beforehand, so we can set a place
for you!

USH Book Club 2025 – May 14

The USH Book Club meets from 2:30 – 4 p.m. on the 2nd
Thursday each month, September through June, on
Zoom. If you would like to participate in a discussion of the
book and related issues, please contact Ginny Allen
at fiddlenurse1@gmail.com. An email with the Zoom
link will be sent to you a few days before the meeting.

May 14:   "The Love Elixir of Augusta Stern" by Linda Cohen
Loigman. This book takes place in two times and places---Brooklyn in the 1920s
and a Florida condo in the 1980s. The protagonist is an 80-year-old pharmacist,
Augusta Stern, who has just moved to a senior community upon retirement, only
to discover that her old boyfriend from Brooklyn, who broke her heart, is living
in the complex. Both time frames are vivid. In the 1920s Augusta’s hero is her
father, a pharmacist, but she is also raised by a Great Aunt who is a healer in her
own right. Augusta lives in both worlds: that of science and the magical realism
of Aunt Esther. The book is about second chances and how we are sometimes
imprisoned by our calcified beliefs about our past. The tone is light, the ending is
optimistic, but it’s a wise book, a lot of fun to read full of Jewish culture.

Mids Board Game Night
Thursday, May 14, 6 p.m.

All are welcome! Join us for Board Games and
conversation. Contact Omar Acevedo for more
information.

Meeting House Presents
Friday, May 15 
Amy Gallatin and Stillwaters
$25 Buy Tickets at SimpleTix or at the door.

Back by popular demand! The powerhouse duo of
Amy Gallatin and renowned resophonic guitarist
Roger Williams — respected veterans of the New
England music scene– explore their mutual love

of country standards, served up with an acoustic treatment in the bluegrass vein.
The two are enhanced by mandolin and vocals from Roger’s son, JD, and veteran
bassist, Bob Dick.

Doors open at 6:15 for people with prepaid tickets and at 6:30 for general
admission. Shows start at 7.
 
Tickets to individual shows can be purchased in advance and they will still be
available at the door starting at 6:30. Tickets are $25. 

New Member Celebration
May 17

Our new member welcome ceremony will be
held May 17, within the Sunday service.

Ten people will be joining our congregation
but there is always room for more.

If you would like to become a member contact
Laurie Kelliher larkkelliher@gmail.com 

You would be so very welcome to join USH.

 

May 17, noon – 1 p.m.
CCIU Dialogue – Fellowship Hall
Love Your Neighbor, Know Your Neighbor

Connecticut Council for Interreligious Understanding (CCIU) brings together
representatives of the Baha’i Faith, Hinduism, and Buddhism in a moderated
panel discussion about their faiths. This lively and candid question-and-answer
forum is designed to allow audience members to ask panelists a wide range of
questions from the very simple to the provocative and challenging.
Tasneem Hussain will be serving as the moderator.

Spiritualities of Resilience:
May 30 – 8:45 to 4:30

Dr. Lisa Dahill, Director of the Center for
Transformative Spirituality, has organized a
daylong symposium on Saturday, May 30, to
consider looming questions around the health and
future of life on Earth. Click on the link below or

in the Event listings for more information. With three expert keynote speakers
and time for outdoor workshops, this promises to be an event that will shift your
worldview and offer some hope.

Click here for more information.

Spiritual Retreat 
"Turning Inward: A Spiritual Retreat"
Friday – Saturday, July 24/25, at USH

Reflect on your life, delve into spirit and RELAX
with a two-day retreat at USH. Facilitated by Rev.
Bob, Lisa Burch, Judy Robbins, and Rick Tsukada,
Turning Inward is a multi-sensory spiritual
direction-infused gathering to devote time to our
inner selves, listening to the call of the spirit.

Attendance at both sessions (Friday 6-9 PM and Saturday 9-3:30) is required for
group cohesion. Cost, for materials and sustenance, is a sliding scale from 0-$40,
giving as much as makes sense for your budget. All are welcome. Any questions,
please feel free to
ask minister@hartforduu.org or ricktsukada@gmail.com.

Tutoring at Noah Webster School 2026

On April 12, 2026, a group of USH folks who tutor
at Noah Webster School gathered at the Meeting
House to chat about their experience as tutors.
Our twelve tutors find it enjoyable and rewarding.
Ten of this year’s tutors are new to the team.
There will be an opportunity for more tutors for

the Fall semester. The need is great and everyone at Noah Webster is happy to
welcome USH tutors. If you are interested in joining the tutoring team, please
contact Peter Meny, Noah Webster coordinator, at plmeny9@gmail.com.  He
will be happy to hear from you!
Here’s what some of the current tutors said about their experience at Noah
Webster.

·       “At Noah Webster, I am impressed with the students’ spirit and enjoy our
time together each week…Forging a rapport with them has been rewarding.”  
·       “I am tutoring two 2nd graders who are good readers but need some extra
attention and adult validation. They’re so much fun and the affection flows in all
directions….There is nothing like the life of a child”. 
·       “I am loving my second-grade mentee! He is a wonderful eight-year-old and
Ms. McNamara is very well organized and easy to work with.”
·       “Noah Webster has a warm, welcoming atmosphere proving the perfect
setting for learning and growing.”  

Social Justice
 

May's Good Neighbor Offering:
Hartford Deportation Defense

We are an immigrant-led organization that works with
neighbors to fight for the rights of all immigrants in
the Hartford area, so that we can all have access to a
dignified, peaceful, and joyful life. We think ICE,
Customs and Border Patrol, and immigration
detention should be abolished. Nobody should be put

in a cage for trying to find a better life.

We raise money for our neighbors as they fight to stay home. We help pay
attorneys’ fees, bail, filing fees, and for the basic living expenses of families
facing deportation. 

Horace Bushnell Update

Did you know that the Universalist Church on Fern
Street is including Horace Bushnell in its extensive
food ministry? Every community has folks with food
needs and most communities support those needs as
much as they can. Hartford does not have that
community of support because the food needs are felt
throughout the city. We at USH, who come from
many of Hartford's surrounding communities, are

helping to fill the needs at one food pantry in Hartford; Horace Bushnell Children's
Food Pantry

~In loving gratitude,
Diana Heymann

Diva Devotion
Saturday, May 9, 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 10, 3 p.m.
Purchase Tickets here

Join us for our spring concert, Diva
Devotion, a spectacular celebration of the
iconic women who defined pop and R & B. From
the timeless brilliance of Judy Garland and Bette
Midler to the power and presence of Beyoncé
and Lady Gaga, to the glamour of Madonna and
Cher, with a nod to dazzling breakout stars like
Chappell Roan, this concert is big, bold, and
unapologetically fabulous! Expect rich
harmonies, dynamic choreography, and

moments that will have you clapping, swaying, and maybe even singing along.

Diva Devotion features special guest artist Christa Steiner, a celebrated singer,
Broadway and Carnegie Hall performer, and Manhattan School of Music
graduate. A 2023 BroadwayWorld Award recipient for Best Wig and Hair Design
for Something Rotten, Christa brings both vocal brilliance and creative artistry to
the stage as she continues her advocacy work through Out of the Dark: Mental
Health Recovery for Youth and prepares to compete for Miss Connecticut in
June.

The Wadsworth
600 Main Street
Hartford, CT 06103
Performance Venue: Aetna Theater (Side entrance 29 Atheneum Square North)

 

Religious Exploration
 

SUNDAY, MAY 3: TFAA and HIKE & PICKING UP
LITTER: We had a great Time for All Ages (TFAA) at
the service and will do that again this Sunday. In addition
to TFAA and the lesson conducted by Maegan (amazing
job and thanks!), we hiked through the woods behind
USH and picked up litter.    This will be part of our
work to beautify the gardens and woods area adjacent
USH.  

SUNDAY MAY 10 – LESSON: BRIDGE TO DIVERSITY:  We may have
Time for All Ages again on Sunday (decision not finalized, so stay tuned). IF we
have it, all kids and youth will start upstairs and, after a few minutes, will be
sung out.  If anyone would like to teach on Sunday, kindly let me know.    If
anyone would like to teach on Sunday, kindly let me know.   (The lesson will be
about being a bridge to a more diverse world.)   

MAY 24: You can view Cologne, Germany's SUNDAY SERVICE: On May
24, I will be in Cologne, Germany, leading a Sunday service at the German Unitarian G.A.
("Unitariertag") with a UU minister from Kenya. I may give my remarks in German (have
not decided), but there should be subtitles. The service will be streamed (though it will start
at 4 a.m. Eastern Daylight time — oh well! Streaming details will be provided.  

OWL PROGRAM PARENT ORIENTATION: In past years, USH has
partnered with Fern Street for OWL (UU/UCC-created lifespan sexuality
program which helps participants make informed and responsible decisions
about their relationships, sexual health and behavior).  

If your child/youth may be interested in the OWL program in 26-27, the UUSE
(Unitarian Universalist Society East) of Manchester is offering OWL Parent
Orientations on the following dates:

Wednesday May 27, 7-9 p.m.
Sunday May 31, 11:30 am - 1:30 p.m. 

UUS:E is VERY happy to welcome parents of OWL participants from USH to
these orientations! These orientations are designed to meet the parent training
requirements of any youth attending our OWL program beginning in September,
2026. If you know of any youth who is interested in participating in
our OWL program this September and any parents needing to attend one of the
orientations, please let me know.

Additionally, UUSE is currently organizing their OWL cohort of teachers and
planning the program.  OWL certified teachers available to teach are being
sought.  

Sunday May 31 is Youth Service: This is starting to take shape.    

Saturday June 13, 2 p.m. to Sunday June 14, 10:30 a.m. —
Combined overnight CON, Nightlight mission, and Soup Sunday!
SO... we are collecting again: We have combined the Nightlight mission with
an Overnight Con AND a Soup Sunday AGAIN — as it was a bit of a hit and
included other Connecticut UU congregations. So... we will do it again! (Flyer
linked)  You have probably seen what Rev. Bob said after the last
CON/NIGHTLIGHT event:  Small Things in Life, Rev Bob Janis' sermon
excerpt We will also post shortly a safety discussion we had during the last
CON, just before our first mission.  

Donation suggestions are found in this
brochure:  https://uuwyn.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/01/nightlight-tri-fold-inside-a-1-scaled.jpg 
Many think that the unhoused do not need warm clothes as we get toward the
warmer weather. They STILL do – as even summer nights can be cold on some
evenings.  

Friday, June 26 – Sunday, June 28: Summer Retreat in Boston &
Walden: Don't miss this amazing retreat. Written details will follow (we have
time) but the attached flyer will give you an idea.  This is where we will be
staying: Luxury Living at its Best in Extra Large Estate - Houses for
Rent in Southborough, Massachusetts, United States - Airbnb

  

USH Resources
Unitarian Society of Hartford

50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 (860) 233-9897
Website: www.hartforduu.org
Email: office@hartforduu.org

Preliminary Notice of Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Unitarian Society of Hartford will be held

Sunday, May 31, 2026, at 12 noon in Fellowship Hall

Matters of business on which the congregation will vote include:
• Approval of minutes of the 2025 Annual Meeting, and
• Slate of nominees for open USH Board of Directors positions.

A more detailed notice will be sent to the congregation in a separate email before the end of
the week.

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Board Meetings are held on the
Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Next Meeting: May 25

2025 – 2026 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nina Elgo: President
Virginia deLima: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
OPEN: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando: Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office for the username and password.

Financial reports for FY 2025-2026 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes can be found here.
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
musicdirector@hartforduu.org | 860-966-2453

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-News submissions is
5 p.m. Monday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH E-News", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
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dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200
words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

The calendar for May can be
viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar
regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society
of Hartford.

Visit our Happenings page on the
website for more details.
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