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Sunday Worship:
May 3, 10:30 a.m.

"Spiritual Progress"

Riffing off our theme "moving forward together", Rev. Bob explores the
theme of spiritual progress. Is it possible to "grow" spiritually over the

course of one's life? What does that mean? Touching on Fowler's "stages of
faith" as well as spiral dynamics theory, we'll look at different ideas around

spiritual growth.

Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
Carl Shields, Worship Associate

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music

Matters of the Heart
To have a joy or sorrow read from the pulpit on Sunday

morning, send the information to Matters of the Heart.

Services are livestreamed every Sunday on Zoom and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
Past Services

Join us on Zoom

May Services – Children’s Time at the Top!

Hi, all —

We are trying a little experiment in May – having a Time For All Ages
EVERY Sunday, and having it right at the beginning, just after the
welcome. We’ll have a family or youth light the chalice, followed by a brief
story or talk. Then we’ll recite the covenant, and sing the children to their
classrooms.

We think it’s important to put our children “first” – on the program, and
also in our hearts. We’re excited you’re here! This Time For All Ages will
only be a few minutes, so if you want to catch it, please arrive promptly by
10:30 if possible (though please still come if you’re running late, no worries
at all!). If someone in your family would like to light the chalice we’d love
that – please email Shahan at shahan@hartforduu.org so we can get
you on the program. Thanks and see you Sunday!

Yours faithfully,
Rev. Bob, Shahan, and Worship Associates

 

Upcoming Worship Services
 
May 7 – First Thursday Vespers with Rev. Bob/Deana
David, Worship Associate
 

May 10 – “O Magnum Mysterium” – We Are Not Alone
Pulpit Guest, Nina Elgo/Michael Michaud, Worship Associate/ Meredith
Neumann, Director of Music/Benjamin Mabrey, Pianist 

May 17 – Travel Story (New Member Ceremony)
Rev. Bob, Minister/Deana David, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann,
Director of Music/Choir and Schola Singers/Georgi Lekov, Pianist
 
May 24 –
Rev. Bob, Minister/Ben Harvey, Worship Associate/ Meredith Neumann,
Director of Music/Georgi Lekov, Pianist

Mid-Week Message from Rev. Bob...

I wanted to share a few bits of “leftover gratitude” from what was a gratitude-rich
day on Sunday. If you weren’t there, it was another sterling Sunday: first a
service featuring the choir and also frisbee (thanks to Karolina for providing the
light up Frisbee – my aim wasn’t that good but at least I didn’t bring down any
lights!). Followed by a lunch to celebrate our stewardship campaign, and then a
concert featuring the legendary Paul Bisaccia and our talented choir, led by
Meredith. It was a stunning concert, capped off by a stunning solo rendition of
Rhapsody in Blue.

In my “thank yous” after the concert, I somehow neglected to mention Chris
Habersbosch, who Paul rightly mentioned as a brilliant artisan – Chris repaired
and tuned our piano over a period of several weeks, and it was a magnificent job.
I was privileged to get to see Chris work a little bit when I was in the building,
and he is a gentle master of his craft. We were so lucky to get him.

And there were so many other people that pitched in to make that Sunday what it
was – from Jaz and Noni and Kevin and everyone helping out in the kitchen; to
our ushers and greeters and candle bowl lifters who make everything so smooth
and so magical; to our indefatigable President, Nina Elgo, who was so gracious
when I mixed up her name. 

I also want to thank Marye Gail Harrison, who gave me a wonderful tribute,
while throwing in a gentle ribbing so that I wouldn’t feel too uncomfortable
about it. I kind of think of Marye Gail as our “USH Poet Laureate” because I so
love her poetry – she has a third book coming out, do check out the first two! But
I’m grateful to have so many great poets here – if you are a poet, or don’t
consider yourself a poet but have written a poem once or twice – I would love to
read your work. I may even use it in worship sometime! No promises; each
worship service is very particular and I choose the readings accordingly. But I
always love reading people’s poetry and writing.

Finally, as this is was the official celebration of our stewardship campaign, if you
have given a pledge toward next year: THANK YOU SO MUCH for believing in
our future. It means we can have many more wonderful Sundays like this one.
And huge thanks to Rocco Orlando and all the Stewardship Team for their
dedicated and thoughtful leadership: it’s been a great campaign that has helped
us remember what makes this community so important. Thanks all around! And
keep on singing!

Yours gratefully,
Rev. Bob

 

USH General Interest
 
 

Dear USH Community, 

Very sad news: Don Hope died Monday night. He
was surrounded by family, at home. It was a
peaceful passing. 

Our deepest condolences and love go out to Don's
Susan, their children, and all their family. Don was
a marvellous, gentle soul, and will be greatly
missed. 

A memorial service is planned at U.S.H. — date and further details to be
announced.

Sincerely,
Rev. Bob

 

Celebrating our Revitalized Music Program
 
Have you been enjoying our enhanced USH Choir and Schola Singers? We had
an amazing benefit concert on April 26, featuring Paul Bisaccia and our choir
and Schola Singers, directed by our Music Director, Meredith Neumann (Link to
watch the concert here: https://vimeo.com/1186713099?fl=ip&fe=ec)

This concert was a fundraiser to continue bringing excellence in choral and
instrumental music to USH. The concert also celebrated the rededication of our
Mason and Hamlin concert grand piano in the sanctuary, which underwent a
major restoration during the summer of 2025.

The concert raised $9,000. Help us reach our goal of $10,000! We are only
$1000 away from hitting our goal. Every contribution helps, no matter how big
or small.

Donate Here

First Friday Discussions

Our monthly first Friday discussion is
this Friday, May 1, 10:30 – noon in the
Library (first door on the right as you come in).
All welcome!

This month's discussion is on WORK AND PLAY

Twilight Fire Circle
Beltaine Celebration

 Saturday, May 2, 2026
 

Gathering begins at 3 p.m.
 

Join us in celebration of Beltaine as we
dance around the Maypole.

 
Ritual will be followed by a potluck dinner. Everyone is welcome to bring a dish

to share with others. A dish is not required to join us in celebration
 

We want to remember those who are less fortunate than us. We will
be collecting donations of canned or dry goods for the Horace
Bushnell Food Pantry in Hartford. Please, give from your heart as
you are able.

 
Everyone with an open heart is welcome to our celebration. If all you can bring is

yourself – then – so mote it be! Feast and be merry!

"Kiss Me, Kate"
Written by Bella & Sam Spewack
Composed by Cole Porter

Cole Porter’s classic backstage musical comedy
combines witty lyrics, dazzling dance, and a play-
within-a-play twist on Shakespeare's The
Taming of the Shrew. Romance and rivalry
take center stage both on and off the set.

Tickets available online here
$10.00 for General Admission

Show dates and times:
Thursday, April 30, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, May 1, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 2, 2:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 3, 2:00 p.m.
Millard Auditorium
University of Hartford

~ Submitted by Paula Bleck

Lunch Bunch, May 12, noon —
In Fellowship Hall

Bring a brown-bag lunch and your favorite beverage, and
join other USH folks for a monthly get-together. Let
Janice Newton know beforehand, so we can set a place
for you!

New Member Celebration
May 17, 2026

Join US... Join USH!

YOU are invited to join the Unitarian Society
of Hartford... USH will celebrate with a short
Membership Ceremony during our Sunday
service on May 17.

We welcome everyone who participated in the
membership classes this winter (although attendance is not required).

Please contact Laurie Kelliher or Rev Bob in person, or
email: larkkelliher@gmail.com or Rev Bob minister@hartforduu.org 

 

Spiritualities of Resilience:
May 30 – 8:45 to 4:30

Dr. Lisa Dahill, Director of the Center for
Transformative Spirituality, has organized a
daylong symposium on Saturday, May 30, to
consider looming questions around the health and
future of life on Earth. Click on the link below or

in the Event listings for more information. With three expert keynote speakers
and time for outdoor workshops, this promises to be an event that will shift your
worldview and offer some hope.

Click here for more information.

Spiritual Retreat 
"Turning Inward, a Spiritual Retreat"
Friday & Saturday, July 24/25, 2026

Reflect on your life, delve into spirit, and RELAX
with a two-day retreat at USH. Led by Rev. Bob,
Lisa Burch, Judy Robbins, and Rick Tsukada,
"Turning Inward" is a multi-sensory, spiritual
direction-infused gathering helping us find time
for our inner selves, and listen to the callings of
the spirit. 

Attendance on both days (Friday 6-9, Saturday 9-3:30) is required for group
cohesion. Cost, for materials and sustenance, is a sliding scale of $0-40 — give as
much as makes sense for your budget, all welcome. Any questions, please feel
free to ask minister@hartforduu.org or judyrobb2@gmail.com.

Social Justice
 

May's Good Neighbor Offering:
Hartford Deportation Defense

We are an immigrant-led organization that works with
neighbors to fight for the rights of all immigrants in
the Hartford area, so that we can all have access to a
dignified, peaceful, and joyful life. We think ICE,
Customs and Border Patrol, and immigration
detention should be abolished. Nobody should be put

in a cage for trying to find a better life.

We raise money for our neighbors as they fight to stay home. We help pay
attorneys’ fees, bail, filing fees, and for the basic living expenses of families
facing deportation. 

Friends of the CT UU Justice Ministry:

Take Action With Connecticut UUs

Here is a way to stay connected, informed, and
make an impact on important issues, without
leaving home: Join the Connecticut UU Justice
Ministry for our two final weekly Action Hours of
this legislative session. Action Hours take place on
Zoom and include: music and joy, time to break
down the week’s news, a chance to connect with
partners on the frontlines, and one action we take
together right then and there during our meeting to support the work of our
partners. 

Thursday, April 30 at 7:30 p.m. – Part II of our Share and
Learn series on Immigration Justice Work (no guest because in
this special, by-request series, we share stories, strategies, and
support as our congregations are deepening their immigration
justice work.)

RSVP for the session here and make a difference with other UUs from across
the state and our justice-seeking friends! 

Warmly,
Sierra-Marie
--
Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao, M.S.W., M.Div.
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Contact: 781-605-8772 and sgerfao@gmail.com
A Unitarian Universalist Public Theology Ministry
First Draft of Latest Work: Decolonizing Christianity

Horace Bushnell Update

Last Thursday when I arrived at the Pantry, the
tables were all set up for the next day: Friday
Pantry Day. The tables were bare. When I went
into the back room where all the food is stored on
shelves as well as in a refrigerator and
freezer, there was nowhere near enough to fill
those bare tables in order to feed 140 families.
Every bit you do, foodwise and moneywise, makes

the disparity smaller.

~In loving gratitude,
Diana Heymann

Diva Devotion
Saturday, May 9, 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 10, 3 p.m.
Purchase Tickets here

Join us for our spring concert, Diva
Devotion, a spectacular celebration of the
iconic women who defined pop and R & B. From
the timeless brilliance of Judy Garland and Bette
Midler to the power and presence of Beyoncé
and Lady Gaga, to the glamour of Madonna and
Cher, with a nod to dazzling breakout stars like
Chappell Roan, this concert is big, bold, and
unapologetically fabulous! Expect rich
harmonies, dynamic choreography, and

moments that will have you clapping, swaying, and maybe even singing along.

Diva Devotion features special guest artist Christa Steiner, a celebrated singer,
Broadway and Carnegie Hall performer, and Manhattan School of Music
graduate. A 2023 BroadwayWorld Award recipient for Best Wig and Hair Design
for Something Rotten, Christa brings both vocal brilliance and creative artistry to
the stage as she continues her advocacy work through Out of the Dark: Mental
Health Recovery for Youth and prepares to compete for Miss Connecticut in
June.

The Wadsworth
600 Main Street
Hartford, CT 06103
Performance Venue: Aetna Theater (Side entrance 29 Atheneum Square North)

 

Religious Exploration
 

SUNDAY, MAY 3 – Time for All Ages this
Sunday.  All kids and youth, kindly start upstairs and
after a few minutes, will be sung out.  If anyone would
like to teach on Sunday, kindly let me know.  

MAY 24: of possible interest – View Cologne,
Germany's SUNDAY SERVICE: On May 24, I will be in
Cologne, Germany, leading a Sunday service at the German
Unitarian G.A. ("Unitariertag") with a UU minister from

Kenya. I may give my remarks in German (have not decided), but there should be
subtitles. The service will be streamed (though it will start at 4 a.m. Eastern Daylight time —
oh well! Streaming details will be provided.  

SUNDAY MAY 31 IS YOUTH SERVICE: This is starting to take shape.    

Saturday June 13, 2 p.m. to Sunday June 14, 10:30 a.m. —
Combined overnight CON, Nightlight mission, and Soup Sunday!
SO... we are collecting again: We have combined the Nightlight mission with
an Overnight Con AND a Soup Sunday AGAIN — as it was a bit of a hit and
included other Connecticut UU congregations. So... we will do it again! (Flyer
linked)  You have probably seen what Rev. Bob said after the last
CON/NIGHTLIGHT event:  Small Things in Life, Rev Bob Janis' sermon
excerpt We will also post shortly a safety discussion we had during the last
CON, just before our first mission.  

Donation suggestions are found in this
brochure:  https://uuwyn.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/01/nightlight-tri-fold-inside-a-1-scaled.jpg 
Many think that the unhoused do not need warm clothes as we get toward the
warmer weather. They STILL do – as even summer nights can be cold on some
evenings.  

Friday, June 26 – Sunday, June 28: SUMMER RETREAT IN BOSTON
& WALDEN: Don't miss this amazing retreat. Written details will follow (we
have time) but the attached flyer will give you an idea.  This is where we will be
staying: Luxury Living at its Best in Extra Large Estate - Houses for
Rent in Southborough, Massachusetts, United States - Airbnb

  

USH Resources
Unitarian Society of Hartford

50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 (860) 233-9897
Website: www.hartforduu.org
Email: office@hartforduu.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Board Meetings are held on the
Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Next Meeting: May 25

2025 – 2026 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nina Elgo: President
Virginia deLima: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
OPEN: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando: Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office for the username and password.

Financial reports for FY 2025-2026 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes can be found here.
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
musicdirector@hartforduu.org | 860-966-2453

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-News submissions is
5 p.m. Monday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH E-News", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200
words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

The calendar for April can be
viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar
regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society
of Hartford.

Visit our Happenings page on the
website for more details.
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