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Sunday Worship:
December 7, 10:30 a.m.

“I Will Live in the Past, Present,
and Future"

Like Ebenezer Scrooge, we will examine the
spirit(s) of Christmas, and see if there is

anything to warm our cold hearts again this
year. Featuring some boisterous Christmas

music.

Reverend Bob Janis, Minister
Michael Michaud, Worship Associate

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
USH Choir and Schola Singers

Ben Mabrey, Pianist

Matters of the Heart
To have a Joy or Sorrow read from the pulpit on Sunday

morning, e-mail Matters of the Heart
*Please send in your Matters of the Heart,

indicating exactly what you would like to have read.

Services are livestreamed every Sunday on Zoom and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
Past Services

Join us on Zoom

!

NEWCOMERS 
Are you UU-curious?
!!!!!
Join other newcomers this Sunday at “First Connections”, an informal gathering
Under the Stairs on December 7, following our Sunday service.!Bring your coffee or
tea for conversation about Unitarian Universalism, the Unitarian Society of Hartford
and most of all to consider the wondering question…What brought you here today?
!!!!!
Whether it is your first time or you’ve been coming and curious for a while, join us.
Members and friends are always welcome and broaden the insights to our very special
faith.
!!!!!
Cookies, fruit, conversation… and you…join us Under the Stairs.
More info??!Contact Laurie Kelliher

!

Upcoming Worship Services

December 4, Thursday, 6 p.m. – Chapel Service with
Reverend Bob!

December 7 – “I Will Live in the Past, Present, and Future”,
(Christmas theme) Reverend Bob/Michael Michaud, Worship
Associate/Meredith Neumann, Director of Music/Choir/Ben Mabrey, Pianist.

December 14 – “Peace… Hope… Joy… Love”, Sally Rogers, Pulpit
Guest/Sue Smolski, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann, Director of
Music/Ben Mabrey, Pianist.

December 21 – “Winter Solstice”: The Divine Feminine, Michael
Michaud, Dana Donovan, and Margaret Leicach, Worship Leaders

December 24, Wednesday, Christmas Eve Service –!4:30 p.m. Carol
Sing; 5 p.m., Service. Reverend Bob/Laurie Kelliher, Worship
Associate/Meredith Neumann, Director of Music/Choir and Schola
Singers/Ben Mabrey, Keyboards!

December 28 – "Babylonian Farming Implements, the Musical”,
Reverend Bob/Deana David, Worship Associate/ Meredith Neumann, Director
of Music/ Ben Mabrey, Pianist

!

Midweek Message from Rev. Bob...

Dear friends,
I can neither confirm nor deny the rumor that Santa
and Mrs. Claus stopped by services this past Sunday
to announce our Yuletide Festival. What I can !say is
that this Saturday's event is going to be spectacular.
There will be amazing arts and crafts, music and
singing, loads of one-of-a-kind gifts to purchase,
tons of food, and general good cheer. Oh, and Santa,
I heard, will be there too...

It's from 11-5, this Saturday, December 6, and I really hope you can drop by.
It's one of our major events and going to be a day of good cheer and winter joy.

Oh, and because it is winter…there is snow predicted in the forecast. We are
hoping it is just a little snow, to complete the atmosphere (no pun intended), but
if we have to call it off we will email you the day before…but let’s all just plan on
merely a tiny bit of snow and a wonderful day together!

Gratefully yours,
Rev. Bob

!

USH General Interest
!

The!UUnderWorld!began nearly two years ago as a
monthly online-only publication to fill in the gaps left
by!UUWorld.!UUWorld, the official UUA
publication, comes out quarterly and does not take
reader submissions of any kind. John Miller
started!UUnderWorld!recognizing that UUs needed
a place for our thoughts and ideas, a place for lively
debate and discussion. The!UUnderWorld!is
published with a “take what you like and leave the
rest” attitude. The magazine gives voice to an
international readership of UUs and other spiritual
liberals and encourages contributions from all points
of view.!

In the December issue, USH’s Judy Robbins has an
article about spiritual activism. To see the issue, click here!December 2025
UUnderWorld!and if you like what you see, consider subscribing. Subscriptions are
all word-of-mouth and there are no ads.!!

Did you know?

A gift of art!from our Ambulatory Gallery!has extra
benefits. Evocative and skillfully made, Lori
Barker’s!art is on display in the Ambulatory until the
end of December.!The extra benefit is that thirty
percent of your purchase goes to USH.

Purchasing is as easy as paying with!a!check!made out to USH and delivered
to!Karolina. If!you need it for gift-giving this holiday season you can pick it up a few
days before Chanukah or Christmas. Otherwise, we will continue to show it until the
exhibit closes.

SEEKING:  Six Five additional volunteers to
become Candle Bowl Lifters during our Candles of
Memory and Hope ritual.

Each Sunday service requires at least two
volunteers to be candle bowl lifters during our
unique and spiritually meaningful Candles of
Memory and Hope ritual.!

Worship Associates are responsible for contacting these volunteers for each
Sunday service.!

Requirements:
Ability to lift candle bowls and walk with them; completing a brief orientation;
committing by noon on Friday before the service; arrival by 10:20 a.m. the day of
the service to check in with the Worship Associate.

Interested? I hope so! Contact!sue.smolski@gmail.com

Open Security Meeting:
Sunday, December 7 @ noon in the Sanctuary

We will watch a video from the UUA regional team!with tips on enhancing safety
at our meeting house while maintaining a welcoming environment for all:

“Many of our members, friends, and neighbors are feeling less safe in our current
political climate. How can we ensure our Sunday mornings remain safe havens?
What should we do if unwelcome guests arrive? Are we prepared"—"enough"—"for
an emergency? Is our cyber security up to date? Join us for a presentation and
conversation.”!
~ Wren Bellevance-Grace, UUA regional support staff and UUA member of the
UUA safer congregations team

Can You Host a Young German UU??

A wonderful 20-year-old young woman from a long-established UU family in
Germany would like to be in the USA for about two months (February & March)
in order to improve her English in preparation for a state exam in Germany.!Her
English is actually very  good — but she is not that confident about it.!

She's looking for a home-stay (which can be split up among different
families)!plus volunteering.!She is great with kids and is already a licensed
hairdresser.!

If anyone is interested, please contact Shahan.

Magdalene Circle
Saturday, December 13

Magdalene Circles meet on the second!Saturdays of the
month, 2-5 p.m.
!
Are you interested in expanding your intuition? Tuning
into your inner voice? Exploring the Divine Feminine

aspects of yourself? Learning sound meditation as a relaxation practice? We
invite you to try us out. 
!
Participatory sound, with small drums, Tibetan bowls, rattles and voice, is
incorporated in the practice. Beginners are welcome. Extra instruments are
available to borrow. As an ongoing group since 2008 you are encouraged to
contact Lisa Burch for orientation prior to your first meeting with the group. A
free-will donation is requested, to be directed to USH.

December 12 –
Pizza & Movie Night!

Our December feature selection is Whale
Rider .!IMDB's website summary reads "A
contemporary story of love, rejection and triumph
as a young Maori girl fights to fulfill a destiny her
grand-father refuses to recognize."

Please sign up on Sunday, December 7 during Fellowship Hour – or contact
Janice Newton (janicecnewton@gmail.com or 860/212-6923)!NO LATER
than noon on Thursday, December 11.!5:00 p.m. POPCORN & SODA, 5:30
EAT, 6:30 MOVIE AND DISCUSSION  $15 3 slices PIZZA, SALAD,
AND DESSERT (or $5/slice)

!

DECEMBER 16 —
LUNCH BUNCH  
The Lunch Bunch will meet on Tuesday,
December 16 at NOON in
Fellowship!Hall.!!Bring your own lunch and
beverage and share conversation and
community.!Looking forward to seeing you
there.!Janice Newton

E-News Holiday Hiatus

Late in the year, when holiday festivities are mostly in memory, and the
earth holds its breath awaiting the year to come, the USH E-News takes a
little break in its publication schedule. Staff takes well-deserved vacation
time and the editor catches up on household chores.

Therefore, the E-News will appear as usual, next Wednesday (12/10) and
the Wednesday following (12/17); then  we will be off until January 7,
2026. Worship Reminders will continue as usual, and if anything arises
which calls for immediate notification of the congregation, an e-brief will
be issued.

What this means for program leaders and others who organize events, is
this: please get us any relevant material for end-of-December/first half of
January gatherings or other items of interest, by December 14! That
way, USH can start 2026 well-informed as we move forward together.

Thanks for your consideration!

~ Tina Davies, Editor

Social Justice
!

December Good Neighbor Offering (GNO) — Hawkwing

For 25 years, Hawkwing has served the People of the Cheyenne River Sioux/Lakota
Tribe (CRST) in South Dakota by providing resources to enhance health and
education, end hunger, reinforce clean water infrastructure, and empower individuals
to overcome generational oppression through programs focused on personal and
community development.!

Founded by Rochelle Ripley of Glastonbury, to fulfill a promise to her Cheyenne River
Sioux/Lakota grandmother, Hawkwing's vision is for the tribe's members to have the
opportunity to live healthy, fulfilling lives that are free from generational trauma and
hardship.

Write!Holiday Messages to Incarcerated Unitarian
Universalists

Worthy Now Prison Ministry 
 https://worthynow.org/

 
Powered by

Church of the Larger Fellowship, UU 
https://www.questformeaning.org/clfuu/

 
For many, the holiday season can be a particularly lonely time. Those who are
experiencing incarceration are often particularly vulnerable to isolation and
loneliness. You can make a real difference! Show incarcerated members of the
Church of the Larger Fellowship that you care this holiday season.
Join us in Fellowship Hall after the service to send a message of shared
community to someone in need.

Noah Webster Tutoring Program News

The Noah Webster tutoring team has grown. USH
now has a total of nine tutors going to Noah

Webster School every week. How great is that?! Seven new tutors have joined the
team for this school year. They have been assigned to teachers based on tutor
interest, day and time of the week, and need. The new tutors have said they enjoy
the experience.

In December, there will be an opportunity to grow the team even more. What
better time to consider tutoring for one or two hours a week than now, when we
are receiving and giving gifts? Your once-a-week time commitment can be such a
wonderful gift to a child.

There will be another session about the Tutoring Program in the next month or
so. Stay tuned…

Special Legislative Session Summary

Recently the Senate passed!HB8004, the bill that had the immigrant protection
provisions! It now heads to the Governor to sign.!

Read more here

Earlier this fall,!100 organizations signed a letter calling for Governor Lamont
and legislative leadership to prioritize immigrant protections during the special
session. Together we had 4 demands, this week we won 2 of those demands!!

WHAT WE WON
Courthouse Protections: HB8004 codified into state law an expanded
version of the courthouse protections previously announced by Chief
Justice Mullins in September. The bill expanded the courthouse
protections to include the wider courthouse grounds, which includes any
court owned parking lot or walkways.!
Data Protections: HB8004 put into law specific data protections so that
ICE can’t get access to information that the state of Connecticut has on
immigrant residents. This protection is intended to protect the personal
information of immigrants who have drive-only licenses, HUSKY Medicaid,
or other information that the state of CT has.
What was not included

Remote hearings allowing access to virtual court hearings and don’t
have to go to court!
Protection of the current HUSKY 4 Immigrants program and
healthcare access for the immigrants that will be losing their
healthcare!
Prohibiting the use of state or local resources from being used for
immigration enforcement, for example usage of the CT National
Guard!

WHAT’S NEXT?!
We didn’t get everything and the work is not done- we need to continue our work
to protect our immigrant communities!!

Horace Bushnell Update

New Needs

The Thanksgiving food pantry delivery was held
on Saturday, November 22.

Thanks in good part to the contributions of USH,
170 families were able to have a Thanksgiving
meal. You are all so special.!Now, cold weather is

here again, and so is the need for warm outerwear:!

Jackets and Coats For All Ages: (new as well as clean, and gently used...
hats, scarves, gloves and mittens are welcome too!)

During the cold months, one bin in the lobby will be for!Winter
OuterWear!and the other bin will be for!Healthy Food.

Gratefully, Diana

!

Religious Exploration
!

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY: Please let me know
if you would like to teach.!!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7: Youth will learn about
Islam.!Wonderkids and Explorers will continue lesson on
hope and light.!!

DATE TBD FOR MOSQUE VISIT: We are trying to
schedule a mosque visit during a prayer service.!!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 IS SOUP SUNDAY: Soup Sunday just before
Christmas.!!There is so much need for what our young people (guided by John B.) are
doing!!!

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 6:00 p.m. – SUNDAY, JANUARY 25:
OVERNIGHT CON INTO SOUP SUNDAY: (SAVE THE DATE) Youth pre-
selected movies, games, foosball, video games, fun! (see flyer)

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21/22: SKI TRIP: (SAVE THE DATE):
SKI BUTTERNUT – local !(see flyer): details to follow

SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2 p.m. TO 11 p.m.: NIGHTLIGHT Mission (see
flyer): details to follow

KINDLY RETURN COMPLETED RETREAT POLL ASAP:  Good
accomodations!in the Boston area sell out many months ahead of time.!!So kindly
please complete the attached Retreat Poll OR the electronic one at this link so
that we pick the date most convenient for those who wish to attend.

!

USH Resources
!

Unitarian Society of Hartford
50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 (860) 233-9897

Website: www.hartforduu.org
Email:!office@hartforduu.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Board Meetings are held on the
Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Next Meeting: December 22

2025 – 2026 USH Board of Directors —
!
Nina Elgo: President
Virginia deLima: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando: Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to:!ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click!HERE!to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online.!You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office for the username and password.

Financial reports for FY 2025-2026 have been posted;
click!HERE!to view.
!
See the!2024/25 Annual Report!HERE
!
The!Board Meeting Minutes can be found here.
!
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
!
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org!|!860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
!
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
*Away December 19 - January 5
office@hartforduu.org!|!860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
musicdirector@hartforduu.org | 860-966-2453

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org!|!860-233-9897 ext. 104
!
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper!
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-News submissions is
5 p.m. Monday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH E-News", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks!maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

!
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization,!please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200
words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

!
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

!

The calendar for November can be
viewed!HERE.
!
Please consult our Online Calendar
regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society
of Hartford.

Visit our Happenings page on the
website for more details.

!
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