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"Nourishing Spirit,
Building Community,
Working for Justice"

Sunday Worship: November 23, 10:30 a.m.

"Thanks-Giving"
"Thanks-Giving" focuses on how we show thanks. The indigenous

community has a long history across tribes and nations of giving in
gratitude for what they have. This service will be a reminder of the

abundance we have at all times, even or especially in hard times. Please
think of a gift you might give from your current life: spiritual instead of

tangible is just fine.”

Reverend Julie-Ann Silberman-Bunn, Pulpit Guest
Sue Smolski, Worship Associate

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
Benjamin Mabrey, Pianist

Matters of the Heart
To have a Joy or Sorrow read from the pulpit on Sunday

morning, e-mail Matters of the Heart
*Please send in your Matters of the Heart,

indicating exactly what you would like to have read.

Services are livestreamed every Sunday on Zoom and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
Past Services

Join us on Zoom

 

Upcoming Worship Services

November 30 –“Waiting in Vain?” Reverend Bob/Ann
LaPorte-Bryan, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann,
Director of Music/Schola Singers/Georgi Lekov, Pianist. 

December 4, Thursday, 6 p.m. — Chapel Service with Reverend Bob 

December 7 — “I Will Live in the Past, Present, and Future”,
(Christmas theme) Reverend Bob/Michael Michaud, Worship Associate/
Meredith Neumann, Director of Music/Choir/Georgi Lekov, Pianist.

December 14 - “Peace…Hope…Joy”, Sally Rogers, Pulpit Guest/Sue
Smolski, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann, Director of Music/Benjamin
Mabrey, Pianist.

 
 

Midweek Message from Rev. Bob...

A while back, several of you kindly sent me favorite quotes to use in these
columns. I don’t remember who sent me this one by Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
but in light of the Jackson Pollock picture, it seemed like a good one to include
this week:

“We are each a masterpiece in the making.”

You’re a masterpiece…and you’re not finished yet! Have a great week.

Yours gratefully,
Rev. Bob

 

USH General Interest
 

"Mids" Meetup —
Saturday November 29, 5 p.m.
@ Dead Language Beer Project

Hi there —
Are you in your 20s, 30s, 40s, or 50s and want to meet others who are? The USH
Mids group is having an informal hangout the Saturday after Thanksgiving at
Dead Language Beer Project, 1429 Park St, Bartholomew Ave Suite 115,
Hartford, CT. 

There is parking on site. Plenty of non-alcoholic beverage options are available.
See you there! 

SEEKING: Six additional volunteers to become
Candle Bowl Lifters during our Candles of
Memory and Hope ritual.

Each Sunday service requires at least two
volunteers to be candle bowl lifters during our
unique and spiritually meaningful Candles of
Memory and Hope ritual. 

Worship Associates are responsible for contacting these volunteers for each
Sunday service. 

Requirements:
Ability to lift candle bowls and walk with them; completing a brief orientation;
committing by noon on Friday before the service; arrival by 10:20 a.m. the day of
the service to check in with the Worship Associate.

Interested? I hope so! Contact sue.smolski@gmail.com

Yuletide Festival
Saturday, December 6: 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Only 3 1/2 2 1/2 weeks to go 'til the Yuletide Festival, which
promises an afternoon of camraderie, crafts, music, food, and
— rumor has it — Santa himself may be stopping by. There'll
be something for people of all interests and ages.

We're still looking for musicians and storytellers to perform throughout the day
in the Chapel, and vendors to take part in the ‘Merry Mall’ that will be located in
the Meditation rooms. Plus, we’re looking for workshop teachers and helpers to
lead crafts and food workshops. 

Visit the wooden table as you enter Fellowship Hall to see the latest line-
up of activities, and to sign up to help in a variety of ways. If you want to be
added to the email Festival list to stay informed of meetings, and to join the
thread of conversation please tell Karolina in the office or email Deana.

Shine your light by sharing your time and talent to make this first ever Yuletide
Festival a successful and magical new tradition in our USH year!  

Meeting House Presents —
Slambovian Circus of Dreams Trio Unplugged

Friday, November 21  
Click HERE for more information

 
“A breath of fresh air in a sometimes stagnant world – especially as a live act –
with varied eclectic influences and great musicianship. Plus moustaches, hats
and stage presence gild their interesting and thought-provoking lyrics for the
curious adult mind.”
– Ian Anderson, Jethro Tull
 
“They take the stage by storm!” – NY Times
“Longo is an awesome songwriter” – Garth Hudson, The Band
 
Voted “Best Band” by upstate NY’s Chronogram Magazine for their rootsy,
rockin’ psychedelia, the Slambovians’ deep connection with audiences and
exciting live shows are legendary. Masterfully channeling influences of Dylan,
Bowie, Incredible String Band, Syd Barrett, and more, the Slambovians’
musicianship and critically acclaimed songwriting stand on their own.
 
Joziah Longo (resident shaman of Slambovia), leads with vocals described as
“soothing and bewitching as a snake oil tonic.” Longtime bandmates Tink Lloyd
(accordion, cello, mandolin, flute) and guitarist/mandolin wizard Sharkey
McEwen bring their magic to the Slambovian brew. Woodstock-tinged
psychedelia hints at southern rock and British folk combined with solid
songwriting – a slice of Americana Pie that is irresistible!

______________________________
 
Doors open at 6:15 for people with prepaid tickets and at 6:30 for general
admission. Shows start at 7:00.
 
Tickets to individual shows can be purchased in advance and they will still be
available at the door starting at 6:30. Tickets are $30. 

Author Event Tonight in Hamden

More info, contact: Jamie Ross, 718-974-
4509, office@usnh.org.
 
Our Author's Talk Series continues with
Glad to the Brink of Fear: A Portrait of
Ralph Waldo Emerson
Presented by biographer James Marcus,
followed by time for questions, with signed
copies of the book available
 
Wednesday, November 19 at 6:30 p.m.
Unitarian Society of New Haven, 700 Hartford
Turnpike, Hamden
Free and open to the public

Glad to the Brink of Fear speaks to our modern engagements with fate and
freedom, race and inequality, love and grief. It shows, too, how Emerson's desire
to see the world afresh rather than accepting the consensus view is a lesson that
never grows old. He remains, in short, a rebel and incisive American genius.
 
James Marcus is an editor, translator, and critic whose essays have appeared in
the New Yorker, the Times Literary Supplement, and Harper's Magazine. He is
also the author of Amazonia: Five Years at the Epicenter of the Dot.com
Juggernaut.

A 'THANKSGIVING PIE a'la MODE
and COFFEE' HOUR

November 30
 
There’ll be a Pie Pot Luck during Coffee Hour on the
Sunday following Thanksgiving (November 30). We
supply the ice cream, you sign up to bring the pie. Home-
made, leftover pie or store-bought…all pies are welcome.

Don't let yourself feel constrained by the post-Thanksgiving timing and theme —
pumpkin and apple pies will be received with delight, but if you're in the mood
for, say, a Key Lime pie, that's entirely appropriate. (Same goes for chocolate,
coconut cream, or even Whoopee...)

Sign up at the table in Fellowship Hall or just surprise us on November 30. 
 

“Let them eat pie…not cake…!”

Can You Host a Young German UU??

A wonderful 20-year-old young woman from a long-established UU family in
Germany would like to be in the USA for about two months (February & March)
in order to improve her English in preparation for a state exam in Germany. Her
English is actually very good — but she is not that confident about it. 

She's looking for a home-stay (which can be split up among different
families) plus volunteering. She is great with kids and is already a licensed
hairdresser. 

If anyone is interested, please contact Shahan.
 

Social Justice
 

Special Legislative Session Update!
Last week the Senate passed HB8004, the bill that had the immigrant

protection provisions! It now heads to the Governor to sign!  
Read more here

Earlier this fall, 100 organizations signed a letter calling for Governor Lamont
and legislative leadership to prioritize immigrant protections during the special
session. Together we had 4 demands, this week we won 2 of those demands! 

WHAT WE WON
Courthouse Protections: HB8004 codified into state law an expanded
version of the courthouse protections previously announced by Chief
Justice Mullins in September. The bill expanded the courthouse
protections to include the wider courthouse grounds, which includes any
court owned parking lot or walkways. 
Data Protections: HB8004 put into law specific data protections so that
ICE can’t get access to information that the state of Connecticut has on
immigrant residents. This protection is intended to protect the personal
information of immigrants who have drive-only licenses, HUSKY Medicaid,
or other information that the state of CT has.
What was not included

Remote hearings allowing access to virtual court hearings and don’t
have to go to court 
Protection of the current HUSKY 4 Immigrants program and
healthcare access for the immigrants that will be losing their
healthcare 
Prohibiting the use of state or local resources from being used for
immigration enforcement, for example usage of the CT National
Guard 

WHAT’S NEXT? 
We didn’t get everything and the work is not done- we need to continue our work
to protect our immigrant communities! 

November Good Neighbor Offering (GNO) — Hispanic Health Council

Our Mission:
To promote equity and address health disparities for Hispanics, Latinos, and other
vulnerable communities through research, advocacy, and culturally resonant services.

The Hispanic Health Council (HHC) is a nationally recognized, statewide community-
based organization based in Hartford, CT. Over multiple decades we have established
a deep relationship of trust and respect with the communities we serve through our
commitment to social justice and direct care. Annually we provide services to over
15,000 individuals throughout Connecticut. The great majority of these community
members are people of color who in a lot of cases do not speak English and/or are
refugees or immigrants. It is important to note that over 50% of Hartford, the state
capitol of CT, is Latino or Afro-Latino.

Hispanic Health Council Centers
Community Nutrition Center
Compassion Center
Family Wellness Center
Health Protection & Education Center
Maternal and Child Health Center
Migrant Health Clinic and Welcome Center 

Horace Bushnell Update
HORACE BUSHNELL CHILDREN'S FOOD
PANTRY THANKSGIVING NEEDS

The Thanksgiving food collection will take
place Sunday, November 16 through
today, Wednesday, November 19.  All
items will be delivered to the pantry on
Thursday, November 20.

Here are suggestions for giving:

stuffing mix (herb or chicken), canned French cut green beans
gravy packets, canned baked beans
cornbread mix, canned red, pink, or pinto beans
cream of mushroom soup, shelf stable milk
canned corn, bottled olive/vegetable oil (plastic bottles, please)
canned fruit cocktail, culturally representative dessert mixes (boxed flan,
tembleque)
canned pie mix/boxed crust mix, cake and frosting mixes, brownie and cookie
mixes

*I hope my car is filled to overflowing!!!
Gratefully, Diana

Asylum Hill Congregational Church
Transgender Day of Remembrance Service

Thursday, November 20: 7 – 8 p.m.

Gather for a solemn service honoring Transgender Day of Remembrance.
This annual event commemorates the lives of transgender and gender-diverse
individuals lost to anti-transgender violence over the past year. The worship

service will be a poignant evening of prayer, music, and reflection, culminating in
the public reading of the names of those who have been lost. Each name is a

reminder of the impact of transphobia and the urgent need for compassion and
understanding in our society.

Music provided by New England PRIDE

Come together to remember, honor, and advocate for a future where every
person is loved, valued, and safe.

 

Religious Exploration
 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED for RE PROGRAM:
You can register online at this link

THANKS TO JOHN BENGTSON: Thanks
to John for advising the youth on Sunday
(11/16) and traveling with the youth group
to the Hartford Monthly Meeting House
service.  

THANKS TO GALEN STOUT: Thanks to
Galen for teaching on Sunday (11/16).  

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY: As
I won't be there on Sunday (It is my one week

off a month), we will need a couple of more teachers for Sunday.  Please let me
know if you would like to teach.  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23: Soup Sunday for Youth and older Explorers: This
should be a very meaningful experience — particularly as need and hunger seem
to increase this time of year and we have so much to be thankful for and are
always willing to help. 

 

USH Resources
 

Unitarian Society of Hartford
50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 (860) 233-9897

Website: www.hartforduu.org
Email: office@hartforduu.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

*Board Meetings are held on the
Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Next Meeting: November 24

2025 – 2026 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nina Elgo: President
Virginia deLima: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando: Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office for the username and password.

The latest financial reports for FY 2025-2026 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for June 2025 have been posted. 
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
musicdirector@hartforduu.org | 860-966-2453

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-News submissions is
5 p.m. Monday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH E-News", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200
words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

The calendar for November can be
viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar
regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society
of Hartford.

Visit our Happenings page on the
website for more details.
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