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"Nourishing Spirit,
Building Community,
Working for Justice"

Sunday, November 2 10:30 a.m.

“Fragile Ember”

"Boy Blowing on an Ember” by El Greco. c1570, Venice 

Pulpit Guest, Owen McKenzie
Worship Associate, Miriam Byroade

Guest Musicians, Sarah McKenzie
Noah McKenzie and Colin McKenzie

Owen McKenzie – Pulpit Guest
Owen McKenzie is originally from Burlington Vermont,
and lives in West Hartford with his wife Sarah and his
sons Colin and Noah. His stepdaughter Shannon lives in
Minnesota. He is an avid collector of contemporary
music from a wide range of genres. 

Miriam Byroade – Worship Associate 
Miriam was raised Episcopalian but participated in the
Youth Group at the Universalist Church in West
Hartford while in high school. She is currently enrolled
in the Clinical Professional Counseling program at
Central CT State University. When not reading a
textbook these days, she is active in public library
advocacy and has been on the Manchester Public
Library Board since 2013. 

Noah, Colin and Sarah McKenzie – Guest
Musicians
Noah and Colin McKenzie began singing along with
their mother, Sarah, in the car when they were very
young. The three have performed together many
times over the past few years, sometimes even being
paid to do so. 

Matters of the Heart
To have a Joy or Sorrow read from the pulpit

on Sunday morning, e-mail Matters of the Hear
*Please send in your Matters of the Heart,

indicating exactly what you would like to have read.

Services are livestreamed every Sunday on Zoom and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
Past Services

Join us on Zoom

 

Upcoming Worship Services

November 6, Thursday, – Chapel Service, 6 p.m. with
Reverend Bob

November 9 – “Anarchy in the USH”, Reverend Bob/Benjamin Harvey,
Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann, Director of Music/USH Choir, Schola
Singers/ Georgi Lekov, Pianist 

November 16 – “These Days”, Reverend Bob/Rick Tsukada, Worship
Associate/Meetinghouse, Guest Musicians. 

November 23 – Thanksgiving Service, Reverend Julie-Ann Silberman-
Bunn, pulpit guest/Sue Smolski, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann,
Director of Music/Benjamin Mabrey, Pianist.

November 30 – “Waiting in Vain?” Reverend Bob/Ann LaPorte-
Bryan, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann, Director of Music/Schola
Singers/Georgi Lekov, Pianist

 

Weekly Message from Rev. Bob....

What do you call a vampire who’s good in the kitchen?
Count Spatula!

That’s all I got. But the Halloween Howl is happening TONIGHT – poetry
and pumpkins, what more could you ask for? Many thanks to Deana David
and all the people who made this possible – drop on by! Info throughout
this issue…Vellcooome!

Yours Gratefully,
Rev. Bob

 

Medical Update:
Many of you were in the Sanctuary last Sunday and noticed we reacted to a medical
situation regarding a congregant — as it happens, one whom so many of us know and
love (Jim V.). I'm very, very happy to report that Jim is fine — he was checked out at
Hartford Hospital, and was home again later that day. I know many of you were
worried; thank you for your kind thoughts and prayers. And thank you to our "medical
team" — I think we had several decades aggregated of the finest medical experience,
combined with several social workers, chaplains, and ministers. And that was
BEFORE the wonderful EMT team arrived. 

I told Jim we're saving the trumpets, disco lights and camels for a real medical
emergency. Kidding, of course! Thank you so much everyone and glad to be the bearer
of really good news.
Gratefully,
Rev. Bob

 
 

USH General Interest
 

It's that time of the year! This weekend, don't forget to turn the clock back one hour for
daylight savings.

Calling all Grown-ups and Kids!

Bring your hollowed-out pumpkins and your
poems to Fellowship Hall TONIGHT
October 29 from 7-9 p.m. for an evening of
spirited Halloween fun!

Spooky potluck dishes are welcome and
costumes are optional as we carve jack-o'-
lanterns and have a good old-fashioned poetry
slam!

Bring original poems or your old
favorites. We'll have Mad Libs-style poetry prompts for kids and adults with acrostics
challenges and festive games. It'll be a boo-tiful night for pumpkins and a real monster
mash-up of poetry! 

Music at USH

First, in September at Ingathering; then last Sunday with a spine-
tingling anthem for the offering... we had a choir! This evolving mix of
volunteer singers from our congregation, supplemented with
professional section leaders, will make possible a wide variety of vocal music, using
both small group and larger chamber choir-type configurations. Our full choir will
perform at least once monthly, supported by the "Schola" (those professional singers/
section leads, who also perform as a small ensemble for special services.) Pianist
Georgi Lekov will be our accompanist for the choir, and Benjamin Mabrey will be our
in-house pianist for all regular services. 

Looking to next year, the vision is to expand our choral program by forming a large
all-are-welcome choir, a smaller auditioned ensemble, and a professional quartet,
offering participation opportunities for singers of all levels. These choirs will not only
sing at USH services, but will also collaborate with other local ensembles to present
concerts and events.

If you are interested in getting involved with the choir this year, contact Meredith
Neumann, Director of Music at musicdirector@hartforduu.org

Twilight Fire Circle
Samhain Celebration

Saturday, November 1, at the Unitarian
Society of Hartford, downstairs in Fellowship Hall

50 Bloomfield Ave, Hartford
Gathering begins at 3 p.m.
Join us in celebration on the eve of the
Celtic New Year

Samhain is a time to remember loved ones who have passed and our
ancestors. There will be an ancestral altar set up. Anyone who wishes is welcome
to bring photos or other mementos of their loved ones.
Ritual will be followed by a potluck dinner. Everyone is welcome to bring a dish
to share with others. A dish is not required to join us in celebration.
We will also hold a raffle. Everyone is encouraged to bring a small item to be
raffled. Please keep the cost to $20.00 or less.

We want to remember those who are less fortunate than us. We will be collecting
donations of canned or dry goods for the Horace Bushnell Food Pantry in
Hartford. Please, give from your heart as you are able.

Everyone with an open heart is welcome to our celebration. If all you can bring is
yourself – then – so mote it be! Welcome! Feast and be merry!

The USH Hiking Group invites you to join us
on a walk at Reservoir #6 in West Hartford on
Sunday, November 2 at 1:30 p.m. This is a
long-ish walk at 3.8 miles but the terrain is
easy. We will follow the dirt road that runs around
the lake, unless those who actually show up for the
hike would like to follow a different route (there

are several options). Because the main parking lot at Reservoir 6 is often full at
this time, we will park at the lot that overlooks the water treatment plant: take a
right into the Reservoir off Route 44, drive through the main parking lot, and
follow the paved road to the end, taking a left uphill to the parking area. We will
meet in that lot at 1:30 p.m.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Yuletide Festival Saturday, December 6
Next planning meeting November 6, 4 p.m. —Library

The Yuletide Festival is shaping up faster than you can say
‘Run, Run, Rudolph...’ and the planning is half the fun!
Can YOU light up the Festival with your special talent? We
are looking for musicians and storytellers to perform

throughout the day in the Chapel, and vendors to take part in the ‘Merry Mall’
that will be located in the Meditation rooms. Plus, we’re looking for workshop
teachers and helpers to lead crafts and food workshops. 

If you would like to be added to the email Festival list to stay informed
of meetings, and to join the thread of conversation please tell Karolina in the
office or email Deana.

Shine your light by sharing your time and talent to make this first ever Yuletide
Festival a successful and magical new tradition in our USH year!  

 

Social Justice
 

November Good Neighbor Offering (GNO) — Hispanic Health Council

Our Mission:
To promote equity and address health disparities for Hispanics, Latinos, and other
vulnerable communities through research, advocacy, and culturally resonant services.

The Hispanic Health Council (HHC) is a nationally recognized, statewide community-
based organization based in Hartford, CT. Over multiple decades we have established
a deep relationship of trust and respect with the communities we serve through our
commitment to social justice and direct care. Annually we provide services to over
15,000 individuals throughout Connecticut. The great majority of these community
members are people of color who in a lot of cases do not speak English and/or are
refugees or immigrants. It is important to note that over 50% of Hartford, the state
capitol of CT, is Latino or Afro-Latino.

Hispanic Health Council Centers
Community Nutrition Center
Compassion Center
Family Wellness Center
Health Protection & Education Center
Maternal and Child Health Center
Migrant Health Clinic and Welcome Center 

In the present government shutdown standoff, the minority party is
finally wielding its power — holding the line, winning the messaging
fight, and putting "MAGA" on the defensive. Now, we need to have
their backs.

Email your senators now. Thank them for fighting hard, and urge
them to keep holding the line in the Shutdown Showdown.

 

Religious Exploration
 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED for RE PROGRAM:
You can register online at this link

Thanks to Zoe Velez and Anhared Stowe: Thanks to Zoe and Ann for
teaching on Sunday, Very grateful for you!  If you can teach this Sunday,
kindly let me know.  

TIME FOR ALL AGES: Kids/youth are asked to start upstairs this
Sunday and will be "sung out." I am asking parents and
kids/youth to try to participate and start upstairs.  Thanks! 

UUWYN Youth Have Returned from Transylvania; another
UUWYN Youth Going in late November: One set of UUWYN youth have now returned
from Transylvania; another youth is going in late November! More on this later as we
review all the images and footage.  

HALLOWE'EN HOWL – WED OCT 29:  Come and enjoy a spook-tacular HALLOWE'EN
HOWL at USH — Wednesday, October 29, 7 – 9 in the evening.  Enjoy lots of fun activities,
including:
  

Pumpkin Painting and Carving (Bring your pumpkin hollowed out if carving small pumpkins
for painting will be provided)
Poetry
Games
Painting
Acrostic Poem Challenge

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2: Explorers RE theme for the month is Nurturing Gratitude.  Youth
Group: Continue discussion re: activities and select a movie from previous suggestions last Sunday
(or pick a new one). Begin discussion of visit to Quaker Meeting House.  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16: Neighboring Faiths:
Youth group to Quaker Meeting House.  
Kindly skim the attached links or view video beforehand IF able:  

Worship at Hartford Meeting
Structure of Hartford Meeting
What to Expect in Quaker Meeting for Worship (Video)

Sunday, November 23: Soup Sunday for Youth and older Explorers.  

 

USH Resources
 

Unitarian Society of Hartford
50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 (860) 233-9897

Website: www.hartforduu.org
Email: office@hartforduu.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

*Board Meetings are held on the
Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Next Meeting: November 24

2025 – 2026 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nina Elgo: President
Virginia deLima: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando: Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office for the username and password.

The latest financial reports for FY 2025-2026 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for June 2025 have been posted. 
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
musicdirector@hartforduu.org | 860-966-2453

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is
5 p.m. Monday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the dates
that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200
words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

The calendar for November can be
viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar
regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society
of Hartford.

Visit our Happenings page on the
website for more details.

 

Unitarian Society of Hartford | 50 Bloomfield Ave | Hartford, CT 06105 US
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