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"Nourishing Spirit,
Building Community,
Working for Justice"

 
50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 (860) 233-9897

Email: office@hartforduu.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Sunday, September 7, 10:30 a.m.

"Canned Goods"

What is more precious than gold? Featuring the music of Greg Brown,
Rev. Bob explores how we prioritize the "goods" of our lives.

Reverend Bob Janis, Minister
Deana David, Worship Associate

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
Benjamin Mabrey, Piano

Benjamin Mabrey (Piano) is a Western Mass native —
having performed at venues throughout the greater Pioneer
Valley as a pianist/accompanist in chamber groups, a
church pianist/organist/choir director, and musical director
for numerous theater groups throughout the Northeast.
Now residing in Connecticut, Benjamin is a member at Saint
John’s Episcopal Church in West Hartford. He teaches voice
and piano at Miss Porter's School in Farmington and
oversees the music lessons program.

Services are livestreamed every Sunday on Zoom and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 12849
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
Past Services

Join us on Zoom

 

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

September 4, Thursday – Chapel Vespers with Reverend
Bob, 6 p.m.

September 7, Sunday in Fellowship Hall: “Canned Goods”, Reverend
Bob/Deana David, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann, Director of Music/
Benjamin Mabrey, Piano

September 14 — Ingathering and Water Communion in the
Sanctuary. Reverend Bob/ Michael Michaud, Spiritual Life Council Chair and
Worship Associate/Carl Shields, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann,
Director of Music/USH Choir

September 21 — “Here Comes The Sun”: Reverend Doctor Jan Carlsson-
Bull, pulpit guest/Sue Smolski, Worship Associate/ Evan Williams,
Testimonial/ Meredith Neumann, Director of Music 

September 28 — Reverend Dianne Daniels, pulpit guest/Peter Meny,
Worship Associate/ Meredith Neumann, Director of Music.

 

Weekly Message from Rev. Bob....

Happy September! There are two happenings this week that I’m warmly inviting
you to.

On Thursday evening, we have our “First Thursday” Vespers Service at 6
p.m. The monthly vespers, held on the first Thursday from September to June,
is a simple, contemplative service held in our chapel (behind the main
Sanctuary). It gives you a chance to relax, center yourself and reflect on life.
You’re always welcome to attend.

The next day, on Friday mornings from 10:30 to noon, we have a monthly
conversation on the first Friday of the month. This month’s topic is on learning.
What were some times in your life where you learned something new? What are
the life lessons you’ve picked up along the way. Sharing is strictly voluntary and
the conversation is very informal. Topic changes each month. Newcomers
always welcome. Meets in the Library.

Thanks, hope you have a great week.

Blessings,
Rev. Bob

 

Call to Worship - August 31, 2025

Love and Summer (Puck’s Love Song)
By Rev. Bob Janis

(Tune: Old 100th)

Love visits in the summertime,
On honeysuckle it doth climb,
It flies through air with orioles,
Love basks in sun, and lifts the soul.

The Rose Garden’s our holy book,
We’ll paddle in the Old Trout brook.
We’ll hike the Penwood Trail ‘till dusk,
And round the fire we’ll peel corn husks.

I’ll love you in the autumn fog,
On Hallows Eve and by Yule log,
We’ll exchange flowers in the spring,
But summer’s gold in everything.

So come my darling, sit by me,
And take each moment playfully
For summer is a dainty deer
Who graces us, and disappears.

AMEN
 

USH General Interest
 
 

The Village for Families and Children:
Uniform Fundraiser 2025

THANK YOU!

This little girl’s face says it all. Hartford schools start today
(Wednesday August 27). USH should be proud that you have
helped add smiles to more children’s faces in Hartford with a
generous donation to the Village for Families and Children
summer uniform fundraiser. As of Tuesday August 24 the

total collected was $3,466.42 — WOW! The donation from USH will buy
uniforms for 72 children.

Pride and confidence can be hard to find, especially for troubled, traumatized
children and youth. Looking good and feeling that one fits in with peers is
meaningful to the kids served by The Village.

USH is known as a caring, supportive community, and we showed our
commitment once again in the summer of 2025.

Thank you for thinking of the children.

 

New USHer out now!

Click here to read the September issue.

September 7 Hike at Tariffville Gorge

The USH Hiking Group will host a hike at Tariffville Gorge
on September 7 at 1:30 p.m.. We will hike the Metacomet
trail up the gorge and along the ridge linev and then return
via a loop. The hike is moderate to difficult, with a
moderately steep traverse oer rocks and up the gorge. with
a steep descent coming down the ridge. (We will do an easy

hike next time.) The views of the Farmington River Valley at the top of the gorge are
well worth the effort; if we are really lucky, we might see a bald eagle soaring over the
river below.

Allow about two hours for the hike; it will not be as long as the Masters School hike we
did in June. 

Hiking poles — two, not one — are strongly recommended for this excursion! 

Directions from the Meeting House: Follow Route 189 (Bloomfield Avenue) to
Tariffville. Pull over on the side of the road right after the bridge that spans the
Farmington River. The trailhead is located about 25 yards north of the bridge. 

We hope to see you there!

Calling all Singers:
New Choir Season Beginning

The 2025 choir season is beginning, and we are excited to embark on
new musical adventures! If you are interested in joining or would like
more information, please email Meredit Neumann
at musicdirector@hartforduu.org.
The first rehearsal will be Thursday, September 4, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

MHP — Eddie Seville
Friday, Sept. 19, 2025 $20

Click HERE for more information

Eddie Seville gained a reputation for visceral live shows and
gritty songwriting as the voice and creative force behind the

outlaw rock band Steel Rodeo. As a solo artist, he’s an engaging raconteur with a
quotable wit and a bold narrative that’s left a trail of grins, winks and nods in theaters,
roadhouses and festivals around the continental US, Europe, and Canada.

Drawing from folk, roots, and country blues, he’s written songs released on Island /
Atlantic and Universal Records as well as music aired on the top three US television
networks and HBO. His ability to cross genres with raw honesty and lyrical depth has
made him a respected writer covered by local, regional, and international artists that
include George Kooymans of the multi- platinum band Golden Earring, who recorded
“Ticket to Heaven” from Eddie’s first EP and also “Blind Love”, which Sony released as
a European single.

His three-chord rocker “Carol Ann” is included in The Essential Western New England
Songbook, his co-writes with guitarist David DiPietro including “Victims” and “Child
of Sin” became anthems for the hard rock band T.T. Quick, while his alt-country torch
ballad “One More Guitar” launched an ad campaign and a signature model acoustic
guitar by the Netherlands based Homestead Guitar Company.

____________________

Season tickets are back and are available for $225. Your season ticket subscription
helps support the Unitarian Society of Hartford, our concert series and Hartford live
music. (And it gets you a free coffee and cookie at each show.)

Season tickets are available two ways. Pay with cash, check, or charge during coffee
hour with no service fee or purchase online at BrownPaperTickets with a $14.99
service fee. 

Doors open at 6:15 for people with prepaid tickets and at 6:30 for general admission.
Shows start at 7:00.

Tickets to individual shows can be purchased in advance and they will still be available
at the door starting at 6:30. 

A new Winter Festival is being created! The first Yuletide
Festival will take place at USH on Saturday, December 6.
An initial in-person meeting is planned, in the Library on
Wednesday, September 10 at 11 a.m. If you would like to
participate in planning, or have ideas to help shape the
Festival... you are very welcome! Talk with Deana David or
Karolina if you have thoughts or questions between now and
9/10.

 

Social Justice
 

September Good Neighbor Offering (GNO) Levo International Levo is Latin for “To Lift Up.”
We were founded as a social enterprise non-profit whose mission is to empower people to
end poverty. We work to fulfill this mission using simplified hydroponics as a way to create
opportunity, promote sustainability, and get healthy food into the hands of those who need
it most. Our ambition is nothing less than to restructure the broken systems that cause
poverty around the world. We accomplish this mission through energetic innovation and
partnership with the communities we serve. Levo’s model and hydroponics turn vacant land
into highly productive agricultural space and retail access for healthy foods. Every square
foot translates to a pound of produce. These plots are not traditional community gardens,
they are farms.

The neighborhood farms produce food that employs local community members as well as
increasing food access. The neighborhood farms are non-permanent. This means properties
that are earmarked for development can be used until they break ground. Additionally, they
are not bound like traditional gardens by the soil quality, and therefore can be set up on
brownfields. This model will allow Levo to reach its goal of one million pounds of vegetables
grown in Hartford by 2028. 

Noah Webster Tutoring Program: Calling All Tutors!

USH members and friends have been tutoring students at Noah Webster
Microsociety Magnet School (K-8) on Whitney Street in Hartford’s West End for
many years. Now, there's an opportunity for more tutors... the school welcomes
our involvement and will help find students who would benefit from tutoring and
some extra attention. Most tutors focus on language arts (reading, spelling,
writing) and some have worked with math skills. If you have a specific interest
the school will work with you to find a good match.

The amount of time you volunteer, and your schedule (days and times) are
flexible; it is recommended that you make at least one visit per week for an hour
or so. Some tutors work with one student while others have worked with small
groups. It is a rewarding experience.

You don’t need to be an expert to be a tutor!

Whitney Street is just a few miles from USH, there is parking.
Please contact Peter Meny if you are interested. He can give you more
information and help guide you through the process.

Interfaith Family Support Ministry

Working with Connecticut Students for a Dream, and immigration attorney Glenn
Formica, this group supports families of detained immigrants. The individual needs
vary and volunteers will be asked to sign up for specific tasks which they are
comfortable providing, such as: driving, child care, help with homework,
accompaniment to appointments or providing help with meals.

If you have questions, contact Judy Sullivan @ ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

Volunteer Sign Up Form

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry News

What a joy it was to deliver our first load of freshly
picked lettuce and collard greens to the food pantry in
August! We're hopeful that more greens will grow as we
continue to provide needed nutrients and water. Thanks
to all who help check the water level and special
thanks to LEVO for all their help and advice.

Families are more food-insecure now; please help fill our
bins in the lobby with all the healthy food possible. Remember, too, that money works
magic so checks and cash designated for Horace Bushnell Food Pantry are
gratefully received!

Heartfelt thanks,
Diana Heymann

Opportunities for Civic Participation —
Engage in Democratic Process!

Rally/Protest: Avelo Airline This is a peaceful expression of policy disagreement:
Avelo has contracted to take immigrants out of the USA at direction of the current
administration. Sunday, September 14, 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. at the Route 75 overpass
(over Route 20), Windsor Locks (near Bradley Airport)

Women’s March Rally — planned for Saturday, September 20 ….time and place to be
announced.

Upcoming seminars to help train and inform on subjects like: Dictatorships - What
defunding is doing to Science research - etc. etc. etc. These trainings will be held at the
Unitarian Society Of Hartford - time and dates to be announced.

 

Religious Exploration
 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEER TEACHERS
Hi everyone!  Hope you had a great summer and welcome back
(officially on 9/14).  As you know, we need volunteer teachers in
order to have a thriving RE program.  The "work" is fun,
sometimes challenging, rewarding, and even eye-opening.  You
might even gain a better understanding of your own kids or
grandkids! Please note that we cannot fulfill the requirements of
being a Safer Congregation, without a sufficient number of

volunteers. If interested in volunteering, kindly let me know.  Further, we will need
some drivers and chaperones for trips to different houses of worship as
part of the Neighboring Faith curriculum.  This year, teachers will start upstairs
so you can catch the early part of the service.  PLEASE email or call or text me at
347-735-3599 if you can help.  

Three Sections to Start: This year we will start with three sections (we started with
two last year), namely:  

Wonderkids: roughly 2-7: Will have a light curriculum and we will
have some great lessons throughout the year focused on values and
how we treat each other. 
Explorers: roughly 8-11: We will use "Soul Matters" curriculum
again, but with all new lessons. The older Explorer can also
participate to some extent in the Neighboring Faiths curriculum and
also in soup preparation one Sunday each month.   By necessity and
practicality, we will be flexible with these age groups.  We hope to
add a fourth class soon (not sure where that class would be yet.  
Youth: 12-16: The youth will participate in the Neighboring Faith
curriculum and participate in the planning of their own
activities. The Neighboring Faith curriculum will typically follow a
pattern of: 

one Sunday of faith study;
one Sunday (or other day based on the faith) of visit a house of worship
of the faith studied; and
one Sunday of reflection on the faith visited - while making Soup!  

Start Upstairs First: Kids and youth will be asked to start upstairs first on a
more regular basis. This will also mean that the 60 minute classes of last year will be
about 45 minutes.  

Young Adult Group:  This group got started last year — and three attended the
UUA General Assembly in Baltimore!  We will increase efforts this year to get them
going again.  If you know any young adults feel free to send them my way for
information and/or send them the attached flyer.  

Ingathering/Water Communion now September 14:
It's here... almost. :-) The In-Gathering/Water Ceremony is now on September 14.  
Start Upstairs First: We will have kids/youth start upstairs and they will be "sung"
out (I believe - will check) at a certain point. Because RE will be short (longer time up
and longer check-in), we won't have any RE curriculum per se.  Youth calso
talk about what they would like to do at the Retreat - milk cows, swim, hike, manhunt,
do differential equations (OK, checking to see if you are still reading. :-) On September
14 in RE, we will do a chalice lighting and I will ask teachers/advisors to do a
longer check-in than usual as there may be new people AND we will want to lrn
what you have been up to over the summer.  
tenbe
RE Retreat Sep. 19-21: Please stop by the RE Retreat (flyer attached) next
month.  We are asking parents to bring something to share on Friday and
Saturday evenings.  Any parent/adult, kindly let me know if you would
like to: 1) help coordinate food and 2) help coordinate
games/activities. Let's all milk cows! Also planning one or two Zoom calls with UU
youth from Kenya and other parts of the world. Kenya is 7 hours ahead of us. 

Soup Sunday, 9/21: Yes, after the Retreat Busy Day!: Soup Sunday is
back!  We will be making large quantities of soup for the Church Street Eats Soup
Kitchen. Older Explorers and Youth may participate. Young adults too - if you
want.  Curriculum/theme for Young Explorers: TBA

Neighboring Faith Curriculum - starts Sep 28: We will have a Neighboring
Faiths curriculum for older kids and youth comprising typically 1) 1st Sunday: learn
about a faith; 2) Second Sunday (or other worship day) we visit a house of worship; 3)
third Sunday, we talk about what was learned during soup. On September 28, we will
discuss "What Makes it a Religion and not a Club" and create a list of "characteristics"
which can define a faith.  We will use the list throughout the year as we learn about
other faiths.  Curriculum/theme for Young Explorers: TBA

October 5: Neighboring Faith Learn About United Church of Christ: We will
learn about the "UCC" and use the "characteristics" list (see Sep. 28) and some other
info to prepare to visit a United Church of Christ on October 12.  Curriculum/theme
for Young Explorers: TBA

October 12: Neighboring Faith: Visit First Church of Christ, Hartford: We
will visit First Church of Christ.  Have your questions ready.  Curriculum/theme for
Young Explorers: TBA

Soup Sunday, October 19: Older Explorers and Youth may
participate. Young adults too - if you want. We can discuss the trip the week before to
the First Church of Christ.  
Curriculum/theme for Young Explorers: TBA

 

USH Resources
 

*Board Meetings will now be held on the
Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Next Meeting: September 22

2025 – 2026 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nina Elgo: President
Virginia deLima: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando: Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office for the username and password.

The latest financial reports for FY 2025-2026 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for June 2025 have been posted. 
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
musicdirector@hartforduu.org | 860-966-2453

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is
5 p.m. Monday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the dates
that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200
words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to publication.
Also, please submit editable material (text and images separately, rather
than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

USH Calendar of Events
 
The calendar for September 2025 can be viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society of Hartford
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