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"Nourishing Spirit,
Building Community,
Working for Justice"

 
50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 (860) 233-9897

Email: office@hartforduu.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

*The office is closed Labor Day, Monday, September 1

Sunday, August 31, 10:30 a.m.

Summertime...
Come, come whoever you are. 

Come, let us celebrate the summertime.

Ben Harvey and Sue Smolski, Worship Associates
Rick Tsukada, Reflection

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
Anhared Stowe, Violin

Benjamin Mabrey, Piano

Anhared Stowe (Violin) is the Founder and Artistic
Director of the New World Trio, which has been nationally
recognized for its excellence in performance and
programming. She also is the violinist for the trio. Ann is
recently retired from the Hartford Symphony where she was
a first chair for nearly four decades. Ann has also been a
recitalist and soloist with several orchestras around the
nation and has been heard nationally on NPR. Anhared is a
graduate of the Juilliard School, and received her master's
degree from the Hartt School. She has worked with
members of the Hungarian, Juilliard, and Guarneri string
quartets, as well as Janos Starker, Arthur Balsam, and
Joseph Fuchs. Anhared is a Unitarian Universalist and has
performed at both USH and UUSE for many years.

Benjamin Mabrey (Piano) is a Western Mass native —
having performed at venues throughout the greater Pioneer
Valley as a pianist/accompanist in chamber groups, a
church pianist/organist/choir director, and musical director
for numerous theater groups throughout the Northeast.
Now residing in Connecticut, Benjamin is a member at Saint
John’s Episcopal Church in West Hartford. He teaches voice
and piano at Miss Porter's School in Farmington and
oversees the music lessons program.Your copy should

address 3 key questions: Who am I writing for (audience)? Why should they care
(benefit)? What do I want them to do (call-to-action)?

Create a great offer by adding words like "free," "personalized," "complimentary," or
"customized." A sense of urgency often helps readers take action, so consider inserting
phrases like "for a limited time only" or "only 7 remaining!"

Services are livestreamed every Sunday on Zoom and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
Past Services

Join us on Zoom

 

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, September 4 – Chapel Vespers, 6 p.m.

September 7 in Fellowship Hall: Reverend Bob/ Deana
David, Worship Associate/Meredith Neumann, Director of Music

September 14– Ingathering and Water Communion in the
Sanctuary. Reverend Bob/ Michael Michaud, Spiritual
 Life Council Chair and Worship Associate/ Carl Shields, Worship
Associate/ Meredith Neumann, Director of Music

 

Mid Week Message from Rev. Bob...

A quote from American dance legend Martha Graham:

“I believe we learn by practice. Whether it means to learn to dance by practicing
dancing or to learn to live by practicing living, the principles are the same. In
each it is the performance of a dedicated precise set of acts, physical or
intellectual, from which comes shape of achievement, a sense of one’s being, a
satisfaction of spirit.”

What are you learning this week? Keep dancing!

Yours gratefully, Rev. Bob

 
 

USH General Interest
 
 

The Village for Families and Children:
Uniform Fundraiser 2025

THANK YOU!

This little girl’s face says it all. Hartford schools start today
(Wednesday August 27). USH should be proud that you have
helped add smiles to more children’s faces in Hartford with a
generous donation to the Village for Families and Children
summer uniform fundraiser. As of Tuesday August 24 the

total collected was $3,466.42 — WOW! The donation from USH will buy
uniforms for 72 children.

Pride and confidence can be hard to find, especially for troubled, traumatized
children and youth. Looking good and feeling that one fits in with peers is
meaningful to the kids served by The Village.

USH is known as a caring, supportive community, and we showed our
commitment once again in the summer of 2025.

Thank you for thinking of the children.

 

Calling all Choir Singers:
New Choir Season Beginning

The 2025 choir season is beginning, and we are excited to embark on
new musical adventures! If you are interested in joining or would like
more information, please email Meredith Neumann
at musicdirector@hartforduu.org.

The first rehearsal will be Thursday, August 4, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Mrs. Mary Jane Bill Clock with Battery Mechanism:
Final Assembly

Folks who’ve been around the Meeting House for a few years — or decades — will recognize
the elegant wall clock in the photo, above, left. They may also have noticed that the hands
had not moved for (at least) several decades. The clock hung in the lower lobby, on the wall
between the men’s restroom and Fellowship Hall, perennially proclaiming the wrong time
(except for twice per day, of course).. A few desultory attempts were made to repair the
mechanism, but the needed expertise lay beyond those to whom the problem was referred.
The clock seemed consigned to a life as wall art, unable to carry out its intended function of
time-telling. Then...

Enter: USH member Bill Simmons. Bill is an engineer who enjoys tinkering and taking on
challenging, esoteric projects. He asked if he might have a look. “Certainly”, said B&G, and
now Bill has succeeded where others fell short. (The two photos on the right show repairs in
progress.)

With the clock in working order, Laura Cipriano decided to try finding out about the “Mrs.
Mary Jane Bill” memorialized on the clock face. Laura’s skills in genealogical research came
in handy here; as she tells it, “one of the wall plaques in the lobby identified a Mrs. A H Bill
as one of the first female members” of the congregation. Additional public records research
was involved, but there’s sufficient data to infer (with a small leap of faith) that Mary Jane
Burnham, who married Alvin H. Bill and then moved to Hartford, is most likely the Mary
Jane Bill of our clock. She died in 1885, aged 45.

And now, because of Bill Simmons’ efforts, Mrs. Bill’s memorial clock has new useful life.
Thank you, Bill!

MHP — 2025/26 Season

Friday, Sept. 19, 2025 Eddie Seville $20
Friday, Oct. 17, 2025 The Shinolas $25
Friday, Nov. 21, 2025 Slambovian Circus of Dreams
Trio $30

Friday, Dec. 19, 2025 Rani Arbo & daisy mahem $25
Friday, Jan. 16, 2026 Tracy Grammer & Jim Henry  $25
Friday, Feb. 20, 2026 Seat of Our Pants  $25
Friday, March 20, 2026 In Trine  $25
Friday, April 24, 2026 (4th Friday) TBA $25
Friday, May 15, 2026 Amy Gallatin and Stillwaters $25

Season tickets are back and are available for $225. Your season ticket subscription
helps support the Unitarian Society of Hartford, our concert series and Hartford live
music. (And it gets you a free coffee and cookie at each show.)

Season Tickets are available two ways. Pay with cash, check, or charge during coffee
hour with no service fee or purchase online at BrownPaperTickets with a $14.99
service fee. 

Doors open at 6:15 for people with prepaid tickets and at 6:30 for general admission.
Shows start at 7:00.

Tickets to individual shows can be purchased in advance and they will still be available
at the door starting at 6:30. 

Candlelight Concerts
Volunteer slots are full for September

Thank you!

Slots are available for October-February
*Volunteer, and see the concert for free*

Upcoming Concert Details: September 26, in the Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.: Tribute to Adele

8:30 p.m.: Coldplay vs. Imagine Dragons
Purchase Concert Tickets Here

Opinion: Upcoming closure of St. Francis' outpatient
behavioral health unit threatens mental health parity

Member Doris Maldonado shares her latest opinion piece for the
Connecticut Mirror: click on the green tab to read her entire piece.

"For some, the impending closure of the Saint Francis Behavioral Health
Department in Hartford is the loss of a lifeline...

Read More

USH Book Club 2025 – 2026 Schedule
 
The USH Book Club meets from 2:30 – 4 p.m. on the 2nd Thursday
of each month, September through June, on Zoom. If you would like
to participate in a discussion of the book and related issues, please

contact Ginny Allen at fiddlenurse1@gmail.com. An email with the Zoom link will
be sent to you a few days before the meeting. 
 
September 11: Fox by Joyce Carol Oates. 
Fox, a charming English teacher new to Langhorne Academy, beguiles many of his
students, their parents, and his colleagues at the elite boarding school, while leaving
others wondering where he came from and why his biography is so enigmatic. When
his body is discovered in a nearby nature preserve, the community begins to ask
disturbing questions. Oates illuminates the darkest corners of the human psyche while
asking profound moral questions about justice and the response evil demands.

October 9: The Bridge of San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder
November 13: We are Water by Wally Lamb
December 11: Heart Lamp by Banu
January 8, 2026: Abundance by Ezra Klein and Derek Thompson
February 12:  The Emperor of Gladness by Ocean Vuong
March 12: James by Percival Everett
April 9: The Education of Ebenezer Wells by Louise Harmon
May 14: The Love Elixir of Augusta Stern by Linda Cohen Loigman
June 11: How to Read a Book by Monica Wood

The Joy of Writing

Do you like to write? Or want to write but can’t get started?
This fun, free 4-session class will tease out your non-fiction
skills. In a warm supportive group, you’ll learn to write
interesting stories in your own authentic voice. You will also
learn some easy editing skills that draw readers in. Come as
you are — no experience necessary.

Four Wednesday mornings: Sept 17, 24; October 1, 8. From 10:00 a.m. to noon, in
person at USH. There is no Zoom option for this class. The group will be kept small, so
register soon by contacting Judy Robbins at judyrobb2@gmail.com with
WRITING in the subject line.

Judy Robbins was a freelance writer and editor for ten years before a career change.
She is the editor of The USHer, the bi-monthly newsmagazine for the Unitarian
Society of Hartford.

 
 

Social Justice
 

September Good Neighbor Offering (GNO)

Levo International

Levo is Latin for “To Lift Up.” We were founded as a social enterprise non-profit
whose mission is to empower people to end poverty. We work to fulfill this mission
using simplified hydroponics as a way to create opportunity, promote sustainability,
and get healthy food into the hands of those who need it most. Our ambition is
nothing less than to restructure the broken systems that cause poverty around the
world. We accomplish this mission through energetic innovation and partnership with
the communities we serve.

Levo’s model and hydroponics turn vacant land into highly productive agricultural
space and retail access for healthy foods. Every square foot translates to a pound of
produce. These plots are not traditional community gardens, they are farms. The
neighborhood farms produce food that employs local community members as well as
increasing food access. 

The neighborhood farms are non-permanent. This means properties that are
earmarked for development can be used until they break ground. Additionally, they
are not bound like traditional gardens by the soil quality, and therefore can be set up
on brownfields. This model will allow Levo to reach its goal of one million pounds of
vegetables grown in Hartford by 2028. 

Noah Webster Tutoring Program: Calling All Tutors!

USH members and friends have been tutoring students at Noah Webster
Microsociety Magnet School (K-8) on Whitney Street in Hartford’s West End for
many years. Now, there's an opportunity for more tutors... the school welcomes
our involvement and will help find students who would benefit from tutoring and
some extra attention. Most tutors focus on language arts (reading, spelling,
writing) and some have worked with math skills. If you have a specific interest
the school will work with you to find a good match.

The amount of time you volunteer, and your schedule (days and times) are
flexible; it is recommended that you make at least one visit per week for an hour
or so. Some tutors work with one student while others have worked with small
groups. It is a rewarding experience.

You don’t need to be an expert to be a tutor!

Whitney Street is just a few miles from USH, there is parking.
Please contact Peter Meny if you are interested. He can give you more
information and help guide you through the process.

Interfaith Family Support Ministry

Working with Connecticut Students for a Dream, and immigration attorney Glenn Formica,
this group supports families of detained immigrants. The individual needs vary and
volunteers will be asked to sign up for specific tasks which they are comfortable providing,
such as: driving, child care, help with homework, accompaniment to appointments or
providing help with meals.

If you have questions, contact Judy Sullivan @ ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

Volunteer Sign Up Form

Hartford #WorkersOverBillionaires
Labor Day, Monday, September 1, noon – 3 pm. 
Carpool @ USH: 11:15am
Connecticut State Capitol
210 Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT 

Opportunities for Civic Participation — Engage in Democratic Process!

Upcoming Rallies, plus Notes from Indivisible meeting 8/21/25

1. Labor Day Rally – MONDAY September 1 — noon to 3 p.m. at the State Capital
Lawn

2. Rally/Protest: Avelo Airline This is a peaceful expression of policy disagreement:
Avelo has contracted to take immigrants out of the USA at direction of the current
administration. Sunday, September 14, 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. at the Route 75 overpass
(over Route 20), Windsor Locks (near Bradley Airport)

3. Women’s March Rally — planned for Saturday, September 20 ….time and place
to be announced.

Upcoming seminars to help train and inform on subjects like: Dictatorships - What
defunding is doing to Science research - etc. etc. etc.
These trainings will be held at the Unitarian Society Of Hartford - time and dates to be
announced.

HUSKY 4 IMMIGRANTS asks: Please Call State Reps!

The HUSKY for Immigrants Coalition is asking its supporters to call state
legislative leaders to ensure the continuation of HUSKY (Medicaid) for Immigrants. The
Coalition would like these calls to go out during the following three Wednesdays in August:
13, 20, and 27.

Specifically, the Coalition is asking the Connecticut legislative leadership to take action
during the special legislative session to:
1. Protect the personal data of immigrants from getting into the hands of ICE.
2. Preserve state-funded coverage for all including undocumented children and
pregnant individuals.
3. Increase revenue in order to keep HUSKY coverage for ALL residents.

You can find a toolkit for making calls at https://www.husky4immigrants.org/.
Alternatively, you can sign up to call (see info at above link)  and you will receive a reminder
and the toolkit on the Wednesdays for which you sign up.

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry News

What a joy it was to deliver our first load of freshly
picked lettuce and collard greens to the food pantry
onAugust 16! We're hopeful that more greens will grow
as we continue to provide needed nutrients and
water. Thanks to all who help check the water level and
special thanks to LEVO for all their help and advice.

Families are more food-insecure now; please help fill our
bins in the lobby with all the healthy food possible. Remember, too, that money works
magic so checks and cash designated for Horace Bushnell Food Pantry are
gratefully received!

Heartfelt thanks,
Diana Heymann

 

Religious Exploration
 

Young Adult Group: This group got started last year —
and three attended General Assembly in Baltimore!  We
will increase efforts this year to get them going again!  If
you know any young adults, kindly feel free to send
them my way for information.  

Recap: Barbecue for Spanish Speaking Community:  We
had a really fun afternoon barbecue/picnic on August 16. The

attendees were few but we know we can do these easily and well.  Latine en USH — see
webpage ¡Bienvenides Todes! – Unitarian Society of Hartford was wonderful
in helping put this together and they were all there (except one who was ill). I am so
proud of this group!  

Ingathering/Water Communion now on September 14:
It's here... almost. :-) The Ingathering/Water Communion is now on
September 14. Start Upstairs First: We will have kids/youth start in the Sanctuary
and they will be "sung out" (I believe... will check this) at a certain point. Because RE
will be short (longer time upstairs and longer check-in), we won't have any RE
curriculum per se.  We can also talk about what you would like to do at the Retreat –
milk cows, swim, hike, do differential equations (OK, checking to see if you are still
reading. :-) On September 14 in RE, we will do a chalice lighting and I will ask
teachers/advisors to do a longer check-in than usual as there may be new people AND
we will want to learn what you have been up to over the summer.  

RE Retreat September 19–21: Please stop by the RE Retreat next month. Last
year's retreat was such a hit that we had to do it again! This one will be in Bolton, CT
(about 20 minutes from USH) from Friday, September 19, 5:00 p.m. to Sunday,
September 21, 9:00 a.m. We are asking parents' help in bringing a dish for
the pot luck dinners on the 19th (Fri) & 20th (Sat).  The location is amazing —
a 211-acre working dairy farm where you can milk the cows... IF you want to.  There is
also a swimming pool and a private fishing pond: Link for more information on
the property. *Please fill out the Permission form if you and/or your child plan to
attend.

Soup Sunday, 9/21: Yes, after the Retreat: Older Explorers and Youth may
participate. Young adults too — if you want.  
Curriculum/theme for Young Explorers: TBA

Neighboring Faith Curriculum — starts Sep 28. We will have a Neighboring
Faiths curriculum for older kids and youth comprising typically 1) 1st Sunday: learn
about a faith; 2) Second Sunday (or other worship day) we visit a house of worship; 3)
third Sunday, we talk about what was learned during soup. On September 28, we will
discuss "What Makes it a Religion and not a Club" and create a list of "characteristics"
which can define a faith.  
Curriculum/theme for Young Explorers: TBA 

 

USH Resources
 

*Board Meetings will now be held on the
Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Next Meeting: September 22

2025 – 2026 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nina Elgo: President
Virginia deLima: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando: Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office for the username and password.

The latest financial reports for FY 2025-2026 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for June 2025 have been posted. 
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Meredith Neumann, Director of Music
musicdirector@hartforduu.org | 860-966-2453

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is
5 p.m. Monday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the dates
that your submission should be featured. Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum, unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200
words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to publication.
Also, please submit editable material (text and images separately, rather
than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

USH Calendar of Events
 
The calendar for September 2025 can be viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society of Hartford
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