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E-News Reduced Summer Publication Schedule:

During summertime, we reduce our publication schedule, as numerous programs and
meetings 'taking a break'. Here are planned "release dates" through August:

July 30
August 13 and 27

we
Weekly publication will resume September 3. Please note that the altered schedule
applies only  to the USH E-News: Worship Reminders and Orders of Service will
continue to be available each week.

Have a great rest of the summer... breathe, and relax!

Tina and Karolina

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Sunday Morning Service
July 20,  10:30 a.m.

"Rags to Rainbows"

Deana David, Pulpit Guest
Peter Meny, Worship Associate

Barbara Robbins, Pianist

Deana David, Pulpit Guest
'Just adjust your sails!' That's my motto. After many crazy twists
and!turns, I'm currently the mother of two creative fireballs, the
owner of a rug hooking company, and the author and publisher
of books and magazines on fiber arts. I love history, poetry, road
trips, old bookshops, Cape Cod, June Christy albums, sleepy

villages, pinball machines, swimming in lakes, greasy spoon!diners, and my
Sundays at USH connecting with dear, new friends.!

Peter Meny, Worship Associate
Peter Meny has been an active member of USH for four
decades.!A retired school psychologist, he continues to connect
with children through volunteer tutoring at two Hartford
schools.!Peter and his wife Deb live in West Hartford and like to
go to the theater, work on puzzles, read mysteries, and travel.!!

Barbara Robbins, Pianist
Barbara Robbins has been making music with musicians of
many genres and ages all her life.

Ms. Robbins has enjoyed teaching piano at Connecticut State
Community College in Manchester, and has played as
collaborative pianist for the Vocal Department at the University

of Hartford's Hartt School. She is rehearsal and performance pianist for three
area choirs, including the choir of St Patrick in Farmington, where she serves as
pianist and organist on Sundays in the early morning.!

!Barbara is certified to teach Music PreK-12 in Connecticut, and earned an
Educator License from Kindermusik® International.!She holds a Bachelor of
Music degree in piano performance from Oberlin Conservatory of Music, and a
Master of Music degree on a full scholarship from the University of Connecticut
in Storrs.

Services are live-streamed every Sunday on Zoom  and Facebook
Zoom info: Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon
Past Services

Join us on Zoom

!

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.
Summer Services are held in Fellowship Hall

July 27 Ð "Conversations on the Path" , Reverend Bob/
Sue Smolski, Worship Associate/Ben Mabrey, guest pianist

August 3 Ð ÓThe Art of Resistance and RenewalÓ , Reverend Bob/
Michael Michaud, Worship Associate/ Guest Musicians: Sarah Callinan,
soprano; Jermaine Woodward Jr,!baritone; Ben Mabrey, piano

August 10 Ð ÒSound Healing and Sacred ChantingÓ , Michael Michaud,
Pulpit Guest/ Ann LaPorte-Bryan, Worship Associate/ Lisa Burch, Sound
Bowls.

August 17 - "How Can I Keep From Singing" , Connecticut Sing-Along
Group/ Rick Tsukasa, Worship Associate

!

Message from Rev. Bob...
..
The next time you're in the building — and
you're always welcome — check out the
ambulatory art show! On the first floor,
circling the Sanctuary. We have some
incredibly talented, passionate, visionary
artists in this congregation. It's great to have
a rotating exhibit of highest-quality art at
our "living museum".

Art is not a privilege, it's a right. It's a fundamental part of being human.”
~Carmen Lomas Garza, artist and illustrator

!

USH General Interest
!

New E-News submission deadline: Mondays by 5 p.m.!

We're noticing a change in pace around the Meeting House — more activity, more programs
and gatherings, more creativity, more to keep track of. We want to keep people informed of
all these good things, and we want that information to be correct. To do that, a little extra
time needs to be built in between submission and publication, so... content submitters,
please adjust your timelines accordingly, so we can serve out congregation with timely and
useful information.

Thanks very much!

Your USH E-News staff: Tina Davies, Editor and Karolina Wojtysko, Production Chief

Summer Roof Rehab

Editor’s Note: You might have spied a collection of
ladders and construction-related items parked in
the Sanctuary and south ambulatory on Sunday,
and wondered what may have occasioned this
assemblage. You may, also, have seen a social
media post by John Bengtson, relating to a project
he was working on — namely, the Meeting House’s
upper regions. John’s narrative, lightly edited but
preserving (we hope) his distinctive voice, appears

in black ‘type’ below, and is augmented by some additional
administrative information from B&G chair David Newton (in blue). The
project is well underway at this time. 

[JB, posting last week] When I woke this morning, I knew it was going to be one
helluva long day. I knew we had to build a temporary wall to replace the bulging,
cracking, heavily patched plexiglass panels 3 stories above the library section of my
church.!

[DN] This particular plexiglass section had been patched for a number of years in
various ways. Further deterioration was noted, requiring immediate action within
months. Last May B&G negotiated a contract with CHK Architects, approved by the
USH Board to design a repair plan for that particular clerestory window. The assigned
architect and a structural engineer have visited for a number of hours across three
different occasions to study, document, contemplate blue prints, and consider a
design for an effective repair plan.!

A sudden further deterioration of one-third of the window structure necessitated
immediate temporary repairs now, and therefore Bengtson Renovations was recruited
to secure the current situation.!!John Bengtson and Kevin Girouard have worked on
the building in various ways and were enlisted.

[JB] What I!didn’t!know was that this wall we had to build needed to be a structural
support wall to prevent about 12,000 pounds of 37-degree roof above it from
collapsing. The roof was designed to be supported by giant sloping cables. But that
was in 1964. This is now. Now, some of the wood at the top was completely rotted, the
cable brackets completely rusted out & those buckled plexiglass panels were literally
preventing the roof from slipping off that suspension cable.!

We built a support wall very, very carefully. The architect came by about 2:30 to check
things out. He was nervous that I was standing on the staging below this giant section
on the verge of catastrophic collapse. Me too, I told him. Do you like my plan to stiffen
it up while we fabricate plans & beams & glass to replace this mess? Absolutely, he
said. So we did just that. I told the elders at my church that it’s really a good thing we
didn’t have a heavy snow load this last winter, like we did in 2013. It’s honestly a
miracle that this didn’t collapse, & I will guarantee that it won’t now. I am immensely
grateful to the elders of my church who trusted Kevin and me to do what needed to be
done. I feel we are uniquely qualified, almost as if I’ve been training for this type of
thing for over 3 decades. I am more emotionally exhausted than physically tonight,
just imagining what could go wrong as we did what we did in literally the nick of time.
The wood at the top was so shot, you could literally grab a handful & crush it into
powder. I love this building, & at this point, nobody knows it better, with the possible
exception of my partner in business, Kevin G. It’s far from permanently repaired, but
we’re off to a good start.!

[DN] The situation is temporarily stabilized, and the plans for a more permanent
repair preserving the architectural thoughts of Victor Lundy will follow along without
significant delay.

[Ed.] The photo (above, left), by Evan Williams, gives a sense of the day’s
accomplishment to stabilize the support by replacing damaged plexiglass (shown)
with temporary structura support, now securely in place.

!

The Village for Families and Children Uniform
Fundraiser Summer 2025

These children go to Burns school in Hartford and wear
blue tops and black bottoms as their required school
uniforms. Students at Hartford Public Schools wear

school specific colors: each school has different colors. Uniforms are equalizers
and unifiers.!They aim to diminish the need to wear the newest “in” clothes and
help everyone feel part of the team.

The Village for Families and Children has a back-to-school fund drive every
summer. Since 2013 USH has donated to this Fundraiser to help families buy
uniforms for children. Our donation is used for vouchers which can be used at
stores, like Target, to buy children their new uniforms.

Uniforms cost $35 – $60, depending on whether the child needs new
shoes.!The Village issues the vouchers to families who are in financial need.
That need is great, especially in our troubled times.!Donations may be made
via check made out to USH with uniforms in the memo line or using
the online Giving Portal . Any amount is welcome.

This is a special summer fundraiser, not a Good Neighbor
Offering. !Money not designated, including the Sunday collection, will go 100%
to USH. All money given as directed will go to The Village Uniform fundraiser.

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY GIVEN.
The fundraiser ends on August 17 .

Thank you for thinking of the children so faithfully.
~Joanne Orlando

!

It All Takes Skill and Work

As those of you know who grow flowers and vegetables, or maintain ornamental
bushes and trees, unlike a photo or painting, the subject plant world is always
becoming as it moves through life stages from seed to mature flowers, bushes and
trees.!The gardener’s skills are put to the test daily to encourage a vision of the
landscape under cultivation, whether forest or front yard, or perhaps, indeed, the
grounds of the Unitarian Society of Hartford.

We are pleased to give credit for the recent achievements of our USH gardeners
including application of mulch along with the normal seasonal work encouraging our
plants to display their best.

Above, spreading new background mulch on the Memorial Garden located outside the
South Sanctuary door.!Left, Steve Gavron, Center Greig Shearer and right, Jon
Covault.

And, on the southwest side, fresh mulch has been distributed among the ornamental
plants in what is informally known as the Library Garden.!!L-R, Galen Stout, Evan
Williams, Susan Hope, Martha Bradley, and Rick Tsukada.

We observers deeply appreciate your volunteer interest, skill, and work!to make our
ever-becoming-grounds attractive to we USH folks and visitors alike.!– David Newton

USH Hiking Group: A Summer Hike

Please join us for a hike at Tanager Hill, a Simsbury Land Trust property just down
the hill from Penwood State Park, on Sunday July 20.!This an easy to moderate hike,
with a short hill at the beginning (and end) of the hike and gently rolling terrain in
between.!We will parallel a stream for a while and then venture into lovely open space
and then, after a slight incline, hike along the power line before returning via a
different but similar route.

Time:!Sunday, July 20, at 1:30 p.m.

Place: Tanager Hill, 133 E Weatogue Street, Simsbury, CT.!
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nrXtkCEaZmiX7zBW8?g_st=im

Suggestions:!Apply bug spray.!Dress in long pants and long sleeve shirts.!Bring hiking
sticks.

We hope to see you in the parking lot at Tanager Hill at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday!

Candlelight Concerts

Our next Candlelight Concert takes place Friday August
15, in Fellowship Hall.  We need some volunteer staff to
assist with a few simple tasks before, during, and after the
concerts. If you are interested in volunteering, please click
the green button below to view available slots.

If you have any questions, please reach out to the church office .

Purchase Concert Tickets Here

Volunteer as Concert Staff: Sign-up Here

!
!

Social Justice
!

Good Neighbor Offering (GNO) Good News
USH donations continue to support our community organizations as we affirm our
commitment!to partner with our neighbors.!
The totals raised for the last two months:
May:!Church Street Eats $1,350.27
June:!Interval House $1,673.10
Thank you all for your generosity of spirit as we grow together to build relationships
and work for justice in!our community.

With the legislative session behind us, we have moved into a time of
debrief, evaluation, and strategy as we determine our next steps. We
are so grateful for all the ways you showed up this spring to move our
issue work forward!

We would love for you to join us on Wednesday, July 23,
from 6:30-8:30 pm, at Asylum Hill Congregational Church
in Hartford, for a GHIAA Summer Gathering .!Together, we
will look back at what we have accomplished together this year so far,
celebrate the impact GHIAA leaders have had, share a vision for how

we’ll move forward in the coming months, and commit to new opportunities for
engagement and action. And of course we’ll deepen our relationships and enjoy one
another’s company.

If you would like to review some campaign updates ahead of time, you can!read them
online here . We will share much more when we are together on July 23.

Please!RSVP here !so we can plan accordingly.
Peace,
Jocelyn and the GHIAA Team

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry News

What does it mean to go hungry if you're a kid at!home in summer
in!Hartford? No school breakfasts or lunches now...just what's in
the refrigerator or cabinets at home. Having myself been in the
homes and kitchens of poor families in Hartford, let me tell

you...there is nothing in either the refrigerator or in the
cabinets...NADA...NOTHING... EMPTY
Let's fill our bins in the lobby with as much healthy food!as possible. I'll take it to
Horace Bushnell every week. Hartford's poor families are counting on us.
THANK YOU SO MUCH!FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

If you forgot food, you can always put a check or a few dollars!in an envelope and send
in or pass it in with the collection each week.!Thanks again.

In gratitude,
Diana Heymann

USH is starting our Hydroponic farm this week!

https://levointernational.org/
We are very excited and eager to partner with Levo International
and share the experience of growing fresh vegetables in this way.

The care is less demanding than traditional gardening and more accessible for
children, elderly folks, wheelchair riders and walker users. All are welcome to
participate – and if you don’t want to garden you can talk (or sing) to the plants as you
pass by – they will be in a prominent spot near the front of our Meeting House. All
produce will be donated to Horace Bushnell Food Pantry, which makes this project a
win, win!

So, what is Hydroponics?    
Hydroponics is farming without soil . Plants in hydroponics grow in nutrient rich
water. The water contains all the nutrients the plants need perfectly. Plants therefore
don’t need to break soil down or compete with neighboring plants. That energy is used
instead growing upwards, allowing for faster growth. Plants also grow closer together,
meaning you get substantially more per square foot.

John Lewis' Good Trouble Lives On Ñ
Multi-Org National Day of Action Rally

Thursday, July 17, 3 – 6 p.m.
State Capitol, Hartford

Carpool leaves USH @ 2:15pm
RSVP: ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

!

Religious Exploration
!

July 19: USH RE DAY at Lake Compounce Ð Meet at Target (Southington)
at 10:30 a.m.: (flyer attached) :!Why meet at Target?!To group-up, pick-up last
minute supplies if needed, consolidate cars (there is an expensive parking fee unless
you have an upper-level season!pass).!!

August 9: Outdoor Movie Night , 8:00 p.m.: Something new we are excited
to try. The movie will be Encanto.

ZOOM CALLS WITH KENYAN & INDIAN UU YOUTH:  UU youth from Kenya
would like to have Zoom call with the USH youth.!!You might recall some of the calls
in January with Indonesian, Philippines and German youth.!!There were no
Kenyan youth on the calls !— only the Kenyan minister.!!But the youth are eager to
speak with you!!!We will have to arrange a time; Kenya is 7 hours ahead of us.!

WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN THE RE PROGRAM  — ZOOM,
Wednesday, July 16, at 7:00 p.m: !Shahan will be holding several of these meetings
during the summer.!The second one will by on Wednesday, July 16 at 7:00 p.m.!Bring
all your RE ideas and wishes!!!Here is the Zoom Meeting
link:!!https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88945518300?
pwd=nqQ9FLsbsg6rGFyKgvvY9zNZUU2Ydn.1

!

USH Resources
!

August 2025 Board Retreat:
Date/Time TBA (No Zoom access)

2025 Ð 2026 USH Board of Directors Ñ
!
Nina Elgo : President
Virginia deLima : President-Elect
Jon Covault : Treasurer
Gloria Mengual : Secretary
Laura Cipriano : Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher : Membership Council Chair
Rocco Orlando : Finance Council Chair
Michael Michaud : Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano : Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan : Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to:!ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com .

Click!HERE !to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online.!You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents. Contact the Office  for the username and password.

The latest financial reports for FY 2025-2026 have been posted;
click!HERE !to view.
!
See the!2024/25 Annual Report!HERE
!
The!Board Meeting Minutes  for June 2025 !have been posted.!
!
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
!
Rev. Bob Janis , Minister
minister@hartforduu.org !|!860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell:  860-539-1259
!
Karolina Wojtysko , Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org !|!860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell:  860-539-5729

Shahan Islam , Director of Religious Exploration
shahan@hartforduu.org !|!860-233-9897 ext. 104
!
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper!
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is
noon Tuesday!

Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the dates
that your submission should be featured . Announcements about
upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks!maximum , unless other
arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

!
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization,!please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to 200
words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to publication.
Also, please submit editable material (text and images separately, rather
than "poster" format).

!
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

!

USH Calendar of Events
!
The calendar for July 2025 !can be viewed!HERE .
!
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society of Hartford

!

Unitarian Society of Hartford | 50 Bloomfield Ave  | Hartford, CT 06105 US
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