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E-News Reduced Summer Publication Schedule:

During summertime, we cut back on our publication schedule, with numerous
programs and meetings 'taking a break'. Here is our list of planned "release
dates" through August:

June 25
July 2, 16, 30
August 13, 27

Weekly publication will resume September 3. Please note that the altered
schedule applies only to the USH E-News: Worship Reminders and Orders of
Service will continue to be available each week.

Have a great summer... breathe, and relax!

Tina and Karolina

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Sunday Morning Service
June 15, 10:30

Flower Communion:
“Maybe, Grow”

So often, life presents us with an opportunity to grow.
At this inspirational, family-friendly service, we
explore what it looks like to grow as people, through
life's challenges. This is a flower communion service...
please, if you wish, bring a flower or flowers to share,
and you'll take a different flower home.

Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
Michael Michaud, Worship Associate

Christopher Houlihan, Guest Organist
Sarah McKenzie, Soprano

Virtuoso organist Christopher Houlihan returns as guest
musician for our Flower Communion service. This is the
third time Christopher has played for USH services this year
and we are both fortunate and grateful.  A graduate of
Trinity College, Christopher has held the John Rose College
Organist-and-Directorship Distinguished Chair of Chapel
Music since 2017. He has performed throughout the United
States, most recently at St. John the Divine in New York

City.   In 2015 he was selected for The Diapason's “20 Under 30,” a
distinguished list of young leaders in the organ world.

Sarah McKenzie, Soprano
Sarah has performed both solo and as part of a choir across
New England and in Austria. She studied voice and choral
music under Dr. David Neiweem (retired) at the University
of Vermont. Sarah was raised UU at the Universalist Church
of West Hartford on Fern Street, and she and her family
have been members of the Unitarian Society of Hartford

since 2015.

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.
Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
 

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow
* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

2025 Services
 

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

June 22, 11 a.m. – “Revolution Begins With A
Dream”, General Assembly Sunday Morning Worship led
by Reverend Doctor Nicole Kirk, livestreamed in the

sanctuary with Reverend Bob hosting. General Assembly Sunday Morning
Worship, live streamed, with Reverend Bob in the Sanctuary

June 29 – “Living Into Holy Curiosity”, Matt Meyer, Pulpit Guest
and Guest Musician/Sue Smolski, Worship Associate.

Message from Rev. Bob...

June is full of busy Sundays here at USH. You may have been to our annual
picnic last Sunday, June 8. Thanks to everyone who helped organize this.
We were thrilled to be joined by a few of our neighbors at The Village too;
it's so good to break bread together. 

But the fun doesn't stop there: this Sunday, June 15, is our annual “Flower
Communion”, an intergenerational service where we share flowers as a
symbol of community. You're welcome, if you wish, to bring flowers to
share. You'll take one home as well! 

I’m reminded of the song “Bread and Roses”, popularized in the suffrage
and labor movements. To share sustenance AND beauty – this is
important. This can keep us going through tough times. And is often the
heart of the good times, too. See you on Sunday!

Yours sincerely,
Rev. Bob

 

USH General Interest
 

Thanks to everyone for all your help making our June picnic a big success.
Special thanks to John Bengtson and Kevin Girourard for grilling the
burgers and hotdogs and to everyone who brought food to share. We had over
100 attendees including 13 children and their chaperones from The Village for
Families and Children. The kids had a good time and enjoyed great food. They’d
welcome invitations to join us at future events.

The USH Hiking Group met this past Sunday to hike at the Simsbury Land Trust
property near the Master’s School in Simsbury. 

LAST CALL!
Open Invitation for Art from Members and Friends

Get in Touch with your Inner Artist

Join the Summertime joy!

All USH members and friends are invited to participate in a non-
juried show of paintings, photography and collage for a congregation-wide art
exhibit. YES!! We want your art! No sweat if you've never showed your work
before. So far we have about 10 contributors but we need more!
 
Bring your contribution by June 15 to Socinus (next to the office). Need
help with mats and frames? We have your back. Just let us know.

Your art piece should be clearly marked (or have a tag attached) with
the artist's name, e-mail, and telephone number. Mark your work for
sale if you wish. 30% goes to USH and is tax deductible.

 
We will hang the show on July 1 and it will remain up through the end of
September. Interested? Just drop off your art or e-mail Marye Gail Harrison with
questions by June 15. Her email address is maryegailh@gmail.com.

Building Community through Storytelling ~
Sunday, June 29
 
In the play Hamilton, a song entitled Who Lives,
Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story? explores how
history remembers people and the stories nthey tell,
highlighting the importance of who gets to shape
the narrative of a person’s life.

 
On June 29 at noon in Classroom D, take the opportunity to participate in a
facilitated Storytelling session, sharing a bit about the essence of who you are
and hearing about others’ life journeys. This 75-minute sharing of stories is an
ideal opportunity for participants to connect more deeply with fellow USH
attendees beyond the light talk of coffee hour. 
 
The goal? To get to know each other better, building a stronger sense of
community. It is an opportunity to grow a connection between long-term USH
members, recent visitors who have opted to stop in again, and those who used to
attend services at USH and have opted to check in after a long stint away.  Reach
out to others and start developing new relationships (or strengthening existing
ones) by shaping and sharing your narrative during this Storytelling session. To
enable all to share, the group size will be limited to 12 participants.
Please RSVP to Gloria Francesca Mengual by emailing her at
gloriafmengual@gmail.com. If this session fills, Storytelling sessions will
be offered again beginning in September.  

'Hands & Hearts' will meet Friday June 13, 1 to 3 p.m. in
Murray. (Murray is next to the elevator, toward the chapel.)

Many of us already know the kind of meditative solace and
cadent creativity that working with your hands can offer. This
group is an opportunity to talk, share, relate, and relax as we
work on our projects together. Bring your knitting, crochet
work, sewing, quilting, hooking, (any kind of handwork you

enjoy), as well as your news, your thoughts, your worries, and whatever's on your
mind. There will always be available supplies in our 'fiber library' if you'd like to
start a new project, or try something different.

If you are not a crafter but would love the camaraderie and the chance to meet
new friends, you are very welcome. Contact Deana for more information.

Pizza and Movie Night
Friday, June 13,  5 – 9 p.m.
 
Join us for an evening of conversation, pizza, salad,
dessert and movie, plus an opportunity to talk following
the movie.   The June movie will be THE WILD
ROBOT. 
 
Sign up and pre-pay during Coffee Hour at the Caring
Network table, or email Janice Newton. $15* covers
pizza, salad, dessert, non-alcoholic beverages. Feel free to
bring your own beer or wine, if that’s your preference. *Or
$5/slice, for the light eaters.

General Assembly
Sunday Morning Worship

“Revolution Begins With A Dream"
will be led by Reverend Doctor Nicole Kirk.
June 22, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
A powerful and communal experience – the largest
annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists in worship.

Rev. Dr. Nicole C. Kirk (she/her) is the Rev. Dr. J. Frank and
Alice Schulman Chair of Unitarian Universalist History at
Meadville Lombard Theological School and a historian of
American religious history. She has served UU congregations in
Ohio and New Jersey and is currently the Program Minister (part-
time) at All Souls Unitarian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She
joined the Meadville Lombard faculty in 2012 after serving eight

years in the parish and earning her Ph.D. at Princeton Theological Seminary.
Her research interests include religion, business, mobility, and material culture
in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Dr. Kirk’s publications
include Wanamaker’s Temple: The Business of Religion in an Iconic Department
Store (New York University Press, 2018, 2023) and chapters in several edited
volumes.

Dr. Kirk enjoys advising students and assisting them on
their formational path(s). Over the years, she has met and worked with many of
Meadville Lombard’s international partners in the Czech Republic, Japan, and
Transylvania. In 2023, the Religious Society of Czech Unitarians gave Dr. Kirk
the Award for Supporting Czech Unitarianism. A popular speaker, she gives
lectures and sermons across the United States and internationally.

Click here to view the Order of Service

Ways to watch the GA Service:
• At USH in the Sanctuary hosted by Rev. Bob
• Online at home: Click here for the UUA Live Stream Link

The worship collection for the GA Service benefits Side with Love, including its
campaigns for climate justice (Create Climate Justice), democracy (UU the Vote),
and bodily autonomy, including reproductive, LGBTQIA+, and disability justice
(UPLIFT Action). Your gift to the Side with Love collection supports all this
essential work.

USH Picnic and The Village 2025

Last Sunday, USH welcomed 12 children and their
chaperones from The Village for Families &
Children back to our revived picnic. They spent
time on our boat/playscape and then came inside
Fellowship Hall to our wonderful picnic. The food
was terrific, the company friendly and a great time

was had by all.

Jennifer Timreck, Senior Program Director of Eagle House (one of the
residential facilities at The Village) wrote to me in an email: “It seems the kids
did well and had a great time. Thanks again for the invite!”

It was very rewarding to see the kids and be together. I certainly enjoyed it, and I
hope many of you did as well. Thanks to our picnic organizers and all who
donated time and food to make the picnic a success.

I hope that there will be more opportunities in the future to be with our next
door neighbors.

Thank you for being a supportive, safe community for children who have few
chances to be in such a welcoming place.

~ Joanne Orlando

Candlelight Concerts

Our first Candlelight Concert takes place on July
5, in Fellowship Hall. We need some volunteer
staff to assist with a few simple tasks before,
during, and after the concerts. If you are
interested in volunteering, please click the green
button below to view available slots. If you have
any questions, please reach out to the church
office.

Purchase Concert Tickets Here

Volunteer as Concert Staff: Sign-up Here

 

Soial Justice
 
 

USH joins the Universalist Church of West Hartford in Connecticut's
largest PRIDE celebration...

USH JUNE GOOD
NEIGHBOR
OFFERING

Interval House was formed in 1977 and has grown into a comprehensive
intervention and support agency, serving 24 towns in Connecticut. The
agency provides compassionate and confidential 24-hour hotline response,
safety planning, crisis counseling, emergency safe housing, support
groups, criminal and civil court advocacy, information and referrals,
children’s programming and community education and outreach – all at
no cost. They are the largest non-profit domestic violence intervention and
prevention program in our state, serving about 6,500 victims of domestic
violence each year.

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry News

Every week I bring your gifts of food and money to
the Horace Bushnell Children's Food Pantry. In these
difficult times, I want to make sure that our neighbors
know that they are always in our hearts and in our minds.

In gratitude,
Diana Heymann

NO KINGS: Hartford Rally  
Saturday, June 14
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
At: Connecticut State Capitol
210 Capitol Avenue
Carpool Leaving USH @ 10:15, Sign up by e-

mailing ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

About this rally —
In America, we don’t put up with would-be kings. 
"NO KINGS" is a national day of action and mass mobilization, in response to
increasing authoritarian excesses and corruption in the executive branch. We’ve
watched crack-downs on free speech, detainments of people for expressing
political views, threats to deport American citizens, and defiance of the courts.

On June 14, we’re showing up everywhere we can — to say no
thrones, no crowns, no kings. 

Check out nokings.org for more information.

A core principle behind all No Kings events is a commitment to nonviolent
action. We expect all participants to seek to de-escalate any potential
confrontation with those who disagree with our values. Rallies are volunteer-
organized.

Save the Date!
Saturday, June 21

10:30 a,m. – 6 p.m.
West Hartford Town Hall

Join our CSA!
Eat Fresh, Support Local.
441 Homestead Ave., Hartford

Our mission is to create food security solutions to strengthen communities
through partnership and innovation. Our program supports growers in urban
Hartford, creating economic stability and self-sufficiency. All proceeds support
Levo's food security program. Levo's growing team, comprising residents of
Hartford's North End, uses environmentally sustainable hydroponic systems.
https://levointernational.org/

Make your voice heard.
5 Calls is the easiest and most effective way for U.S.

constituents to make a political impact.

 

Religious Exploration
 

NO R.E. ON SUNDAY; THANKS TO ANHARED STOWE: Hi Everyone!
There will no R..E classes this Sunday. Kids/youth encouraged to attend the
INTERGEN service. For smaller kids, there will be childcare downstairs. Special
thanks to Anhared Stowe for teaching the WonderKids on Sunday!  

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS SHOULD TRY TO ATTEND THE UUA
GENERAL ASSEMBLY JUNE 18-22: We have three members of the Young
Adult Group (Alyssa McDonald, Eliza Box, Leila Bittern) attending the UUA
General Assembly is in Baltimore on June 18-22. They will also be supporting
the UUWYN booth there.  If you don't know yet what UUWYN (created right
here in Hartford), kindly watch this video:  https://youtu.be/fPhtRM573Po 

LAKE COMPOUNCE USH RE DAYS: June 28 and July 19 will be USH
RE days at Lake Compounce! Parents may wish to buy Lake Compounce Season
Passes for the kids - so they can use them anytime this summer (In addition to
the Lake Compounce Days).  Details on the timing of when we meet will be
provided later. Meanwhile, you may wish to hold these dates. Kindly note
that the permission slip for the trip may be obtained by scanning the QR code on
the flyer.  Kindly see flyer here

SUMMER OUTDOOR MOVIE WITH POSSIBLE SLUMBER PARTY: We
have the equipment (huge outdoor screen, projector, sound system) to have
outdoor movie showing this summer and will try to create at least a couple of
these, combined, possibly with an overnight element for the older kids.  Stay
tuned.  

 

USH Resources
 

June 2025 Board Meeting:
Tuesday, 7/08 *(to be confirmed), 6:30 p.m.

Zoom Link

2024 – 2025 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nancy Kemmerer: President
Nina Elgo: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents.

Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and password.

The latest financial reports for FY 2024-2025 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for April 2025 have been posted. 
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Education
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
music@hartforduu.org 
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is

noon Tuesday!
Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements
about upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum,
unless other arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to
200 words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

USH Calendar of Events
 
The calendar for June 2025 can be viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society of Hartford

 

Unitarian Society of Hartford | 50 Bloomfield Ave | Hartford, CT 06105 US
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