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E-News Reduced Summer Publication Schedule:

During summertime, we cut back on our publication schedule, with numerous
programs and meetings 'taking a break'. Here is our list of planned "release
dates" through August:

June 4, 11, 25
July 2, 16, 30
August 13, 27

Weekly publication will resume September 3. Please note that the altered
schedule applies only to the USH E-News: Worship Reminders and Orders of
Service will continue to be available each week.

Have a great summer... breathe, and relax!

Tina and Karolina

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

Sunday Morning Service
June 8, 10:30

“My Wild, Precious Life: A Mary Oliver Recollection”

In her fourth Mary Oliver service, Judy Robbins returns to the chancel, this
time to recall Mary’s later years.

Judy Robbins, Pulpit Guest
Rick Tsukada, Worship Associate

Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries

Judy Robbins, Pulpit Guest
As a long-time Mary Oliver fan, Judy is delighted to have
another opportunity to stand in as the revered poet. This will
be her fourth Mary Oliver service for USH. Judy Robbins is a
retired psychotherapist who lives with her husband, Rick
Tsukada, in Glastonbury.

Rick Tsukada, Worship Associate
It’s June, summer time! I have a body memory of freedom,
running around, sitting around, being loud, getting dirty,
getting wet, eating cold chicken teriyaki (Japanese picnic
food), drinking sweet Kool Aid with lemons, playing until
dark, fireflies. For today, I make a grownup promise…don’t
miss summer this year! Have a good one everyone!

Mary Oliver
Mary Oliver (1935-2019) was an American poet known for
her focus on nature and her accessible, plainspoken writing
style. A long-time resident of Provincetown, MA, her work is
full of wonder at the natural world around her.  An unusual
poet in that her books were often best sellers, she won both

the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award.

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.
Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
 

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow
* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

2025 Services
 

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

June 5, 6 p.m. – First Thursday Chapel Service:
Reverend Bob/Margaret Leicach, Worship Associate/Peter
Meny, Greeter

,Come to the last chapel service of the season. Evening vespers chapel
services are a short, meditative time, offering an opportunity to unwind
and reflect. Everyone's always welcome. 

June 8 – “My Wild, Precious Life: A Mary Oliver Recollection”,
Judy Robbins, Pulpit Guest/Rick Tsukada, Worship Associate/Sam
Moffett, Director of Music Ministries 

June 15 – "Maybe Grow", Flower Communion, Reverend Bob/Michael
Michaud, Worship Associate/ Christopher Houlihan, guest organist.

Our Flower Communion Service, a uniquely Unitarian ritual created
in 1923 by Reverend Norbert Capek in Prague, celebrates
inclusion, community, and the individual gifts we bring to one
another.  Please bring a flower to the service to create our
community bouquet. 

Virtuoso organist Christopher Houlihan returns as guest musician for
our Flower Communion service. This is the third time Christopher has
played for USH services this year and we are both fortunate and
grateful.  A graduate of Trinity College, Christopher has held the John
Rose College Organist-and-Directorship Distinguished Chair of Chapel
Music since 2017. He has performed throughout the United States, most
recently at St. John the Divine in New York City.   In 2015 he was selected
for The Diapason's “20 Under 30,” a distinguished list of young leaders in
the organ world.

June 22, 11 a.m. – “Revolution Begins With A Dream”, General
Assembly Sunday Morning Worship led by Reverend Doctor Nicole Kirk,
livestreamed in the sanctuary with Reverend Bob hosting. General
Assembly Sunday Morning Worship, live streamed, with Reverend Bob in
the Sanctuary

June 29 – “ Living Into Holy Curiosity ”, Matt Meyer, Pulpit Guest
and Guest Musician/Sue Smolski, Worship Associate.

USH Picnic — in Fellowship Hall:

Sunday, June 8, 11:30 – 12:30

Bring your favorite potluck salad or side; also, please label
your dish and drop it off before the service on the day of the

picnic. Leftovers need to go home with you because we don't have room to store
them in the refrigerator.

This year, we have invited children from The Village for Families and Children to
be our guests for the picnic. If they do join us, that would revive a former custom
of welcoming our neighbors on Albany Avenue... when some service offerings
changed at The Village years ago, it became impractical to include resident
children, but that may be changing.

And... there will be cake! So please don't bring additional desserts as
pot luck contributions...

 

USH General Interest
 

Dear USH,

We have had two different major scams aimed at our congregation lately
involving gift cards. In one, a person imitating Rev. Bob asked people to get
gift cards for a "needy person" when, in fact, they were simply taking the
money for themselves. In a different scam, someone actually bought a gift
card at a major retailer, but it turned out the git card had already been
spent by the time it had gotten home. This elaborate ruse, known as "card
draining", is becoming increasingly popular with criminal gangs, who steal
rafts of cards and then place them back on the shelves, for unsuspecting
customers to purchase. 

To help prevent form, the Unitarian Society of Hartford is implementing a
new policy where we are simply not accepting gift cards as donations of any
kind. If you get a solicitation for a gift card, it is not from us.

Also, as has been emphasized before, we will never ask you for donations or
money directly via email. If in doubt, please call the office or Rev. Bob, to
confirm whether a solicitation is legitimate.

These scammers are getting ever more elaborate — we aim to stay a step
ahead of them, if we can. Here's to our money going to the many people
who really do need it!

Yours sincerely,
Rev. Bob & USH

First Friday Discussions:
Library and Zoom
Friday, June 6, 10:30 a.m. – noon                                      
Zoom link Meeting ID: 846 8086 5811

On the first Friday of each month, September through June, all are welcome to
an informal conversation led by Rev. Bob. This month: for June, we’re invited to
share vacation stories. What does “summer vacation” conjure up for you? Come
hear – and share, if you wish – vacation stories from the wonderful to the
disastrous to the inspiring.

Simsbury Land Trust Hike
Sunday, June 8, 1:30 p.m.

The USH Hiking Group will host a hike at the Simsbury Land Trust property
near the Master’s School in Simsbury. The hike is moderate to difficult with
some steep ascents and descents but well worth the scenery and the views at the
top of the ridge. Hiking boots are recommended, and hiking sticks are strongly
recommended for those with knee or hip stiffness. Allow 90 minutes to 2 hours
for the hike, depending on routes taken and number of stops.

Directions: We will meet at 1:30 p.m at the parking lot for the “Hedgehog Trail,”
which is located on the right immediately after you pass Hedgehog Lane heading
west on Route 309 in West Simsbury. According to GoogleMaps, it is a 20
minute drive from the Meeting House.

LAST CALL!
Open Invitation for Art from Members and Friends

Get in Touch with your Inner Artist

Join the Summertime joy!

All USH members and friends are invited to participate in a non-
juried show of paintings, photography and collage for a congregation-wide art
exhibit. YES!! We want your art! No sweat if you've never showed your work
before. So far we have about 10 contributors but we need more!
 
Bring your contribution by June 15 to Socinus (next to the office). Need
help with mats and frames? We have your back. Just let us know.

Your art piece should be clearly marked (or have a tag attached) with
the artist's name, e-mail, and telephone number. Mark your work for
sale if you wish. 30% goes to USH and is tax deductible.

 
We will hang the show on July 1 and it will remain up through the end of
September. Interested? Just drop off your art or e-mail Marye Gail Harrison with
questions by June 15. Her email address is maryegailh@gmail.com.

Meeting House Presents

JOHN GORKA 
Saturday, June 7, 2025 7:00 pm
Tickets: $25 *Exact change is the fastest entry
Doors open at 6:15 for people with reservations (if the
sound check is finished.) Doors open at 6:30 if you do
not have reservations.

Reservations can be made until June 6 for this show.
Reservations: Email: MeetingHousePresents@gmail.com.
Put “Reservations John Gorka” in the subject line and tell us how many.
Reservations can be held until 15 minutes before showtime.

'Hands & Hearts' will not meet Friday June 6.

Meetings will resume on Friday June 13, 1 to 3 p.m. in
Murray. (Murray is next to the elevator, toward the chapel.)

Many of us already know the kind of meditative solace and
cadent creativity that working with your hands can offer. This
group is an opportunity to talk, share, relate, and relax as we

work on our projects together. Bring your knitting, crochet work, sewing,
quilting, hooking, (any kind of handwork you enjoy), as well as your news, your
thoughts, your worries, and whatever's on your mind. There will always be
available supplies in our 'fiber library' if you'd like to start a new project, or try
something different.

If you are not a crafter but would love the camaraderie and the chance to meet
new friends, you are very welcome. Contact Deana for more information.

Pizza and Movie Night
Friday, June 13,  5 – 9 p.m.
 
Join us for an evening of conversation, pizza, salad,
dessert and movie, plus an opportunity to talk following
the movie.   The June movie will be THE WILD
ROBOT. 
 
Sign up and pre-pay during Coffee Hour at the Caring
Network table, or email Janice Newton. $15* covers
pizza, salad, dessert, non-alcoholic beverages. Feel free to
bring your own beer or wine, if that’s your preference. *Or
$5/slice, for the light eaters.

General Assembly
Sunday Morning Worship

“Revolution Begins With A Dream"
will be led by Reverend Doctor Nicole Kirk.
June 22, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
A powerful and communal experience – the largest

annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists in worship.

Rev. Dr. Nicole C. Kirk (she/her) is the Rev. Dr. J. Frank
and Alice Schulman Chair of Unitarian Universalist History at
Meadville Lombard Theological School and a historian of
American religious history. She has served UU congregations in
Ohio and New Jersey and is currently the Program Minister
(part-time) at All Souls Unitarian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
She joined the Meadville Lombard faculty in 2012 after serving
eight years in the parish and earning her Ph.D. at Princeton

Theological Seminary. Her research interests include religion, business, mobility,
and material culture in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Dr. Kirk’s
publications include Wanamaker’s Temple: The Business of Religion in an Iconic
Department Store (New York University Press, 2018, 2023) and chapters in
several edited volumes.

Dr. Kirk enjoys advising students and assisting them on
their formational path(s). Over the years, she has met and worked with many of
Meadville Lombard’s international partners in the Czech Republic, Japan, and
Transylvania. In 2023, the Religious Society of Czech Unitarians gave Dr. Kirk
the Award for Supporting Czech Unitarianism. A popular speaker, she gives
lectures and sermons across the United States and internationally.

Click here to view the Order of Service

Ways to watch the GA Service:
• At USH in the Sanctuary hosted by Rev. Bob
• Online at home: Click here for the UUA Live Stream Link

 

Social Justice
 
 

JOIN US THIS Saturday June 7, @ noon —
PrideFEST MARCH

USH joins the Universalist Church of West
Hartford in Connecticut's largest PRIDE
celebration...
Come march with us — USH t-shirts, flag, and
banner provided.
Please contact Judy for
details: ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

USH JUNE GOOD
NEIGHBOR
OFFERING

Interval House was formed in 1977 and has grown into a comprehensive
intervention and support agency, serving 24 towns in Connecticut. The
agency provides compassionate and confidential 24-hour hotline response,
safety planning, crisis counseling, emergency safe housing, support
groups, criminal and civil court advocacy, information and referrals,
children’s programming and community education and outreach – all at
no cost. They are the largest non-profit domestic violence intervention and
prevention program in our state, serving about 6,500 victims of domestic
violence each year.

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry News

Every week I bring your gifts of food and money to the Horace
Bushnell Children's Food Pantry. In these difficult times, I
want to make sure that our neighbors know that they are
always in our hearts and in our minds.

In gratitude,
Diana Heymann

One Right Thing...

Please use the 5 Calls app (see graphic below); scroll through the issues, and
you'll find the one(s) most important to you. [Pay special attention to
"Oppose Cuts to Contempt of Court Enforcement in the
'One Big Beautiful Bill'" — see the Action Alert below for
more information.] Or, you can just call their offices directly. You’ll be
speaking with a friendly staffer.

Thank Senators Murphy and Blumenthal for their diligent and undaunted efforts
to fight MAGA ideology.

Sign up for the June 14 No Kings protest to defy tyranny. See details below...
 
Suddenly it's June, the sun is high and temps are heading into the 90s. When
you're out marching (PRIDE on June 7, No Kings on June 14) bring (and use)
sunscreen and insect repellent. And water — stay hydrated, stay healthy!

NO KINGS: Hartford Rally  
Saturday, June 14
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
At: Connecticut State Capitol
210 Capitol Avenue
Carpool Leaving USH @ 10:15, Sign up by e-

mailing ushsocialjustice@gmail.com

About this rally —
In America, we don’t put up with would-be kings. 
"NO KINGS" is a national day of action and mass mobilization, in response to
increasing authoritarian excesses and corruption in the executive branch. We’ve
watched crack-downs on free speech, detainments of people for expressing
political views, threats to deport American citizens, and defiance of the courts.

On June 14, we’re showing up everywhere we can — to say no
thrones, no crowns, no kings. 

Check out nokings.org for more information.

A core principle behind all No Kings events is a commitment to nonviolent
action. We expect all participants to seek to de-escalate any potential
confrontation with those who disagree with our values. Rallies are volunteer-
organized.

Action Alert!

The paramount issue of the moment involves a bill making its way
through Congress. Technically, it is a spending bill: a bill to be passed
each year, authorizing where and how much money can be spent on
various federal programs, projects, agencies. This particular bill, as
we understand it, drastically reallocates funds away from programs
benefitting average citizens in order to benefit those already enjoying
immense wealth. But that is not all it does.

Contained in a small section, there is a provision which will allow, in
future and retrospectively, the Executive branch (including the
president) to disregard any decision by any court, with which the
executive does not agree or prefers not to comply. (That is a
simplified and crude representation, but it aligns with the spirit of the
intent.)

This bill has already passed, in the House of Representatives, by a
single vote representing party divide. It is now in the Senate, where a
slim margin favors the administration. However, a few Senators
may be persuaded to break party solidarity and come down on the
side of democracy, especially if they are supported by constituents.

It would take only a very small number of Senators crossing the aisle
to reject the Big Bloated (sic) Bill and thereby reject autocracy.

And there are a few who might be courageous enough to do so, if they
heard from their constituents.

Be in touch with friends and relatives in Maine, Kentucky,
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin. Tell them about the "5 Calls" app which
makes contacting Congress easy. Ask them to go to https://5calls.org.
Once the page is opened, click on "Oppose Cuts to Contempt of Court
Enforcement in the 'One Big Beautiful Bill'" The app walks the user
through the rest of the process.

Dear GHIAA:

With the legislative session in its final two weeks*, we want to
share an update on our work to strengthen the Trust Act, the law
that protects our state from ICE overreach. We are very grateful
for all the GHIAA leaders who have voiced your support for this
bill throughout the session.

The Connecticut House passed a bill on Wednesday that
includes portions of the proposed Trust Act expansion, after nearly
5 hours of debate. If passed by the Senate and signed by the

Governor, this legislation would establish the right to file a lawsuit for people whose
rights have been violated under the Trust Act, making the existing law enforceable for
the first time. This is important progress.

At the same time, GHIAA is disappointed that the governor’s opposition blocked many
additional provisions that had been included in the original bill and received strong
legislative support, including safeguarding the personal information of CT residents,
protecting access to the justice system by prohibiting ICE enforcement in courthouses,
and keeping state resources from funding companies that collaborate with ICE. These
protections still matter tremendously, and these fights will continue

As a GHIAA leader reminded me, we are called not to be successful, but to be
faithful. Thank you for your continued faithful action in support of these critical
issues.

Peace,
Jocelyn and the GHIAA Team
Rev. Jocelyn Gardner Spencer (she/her) 
Lead Organizer, Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance 
Center for Leadership and Justice 
860-527-9860 x108 | jgardnerspencer@cljct.org 
47 Vine Street, Hartford, CT 06112 | www.cljct.org 

*The Connecticut legislature completes its work at midnight tonight, June 4;
typically, there's a flurry of last-minute legislation packed into the final
minutes. Look for updates after votes are tallied and the dust settles.

Request for Donations
Support a Refugee Family by Donating Household
Goods/Furniture

I am reaching out to you with an urgent appeal to help two newly arrived Afghan
refugee families. These families have endured tremendous hardships as US allies
and are now seeking to rebuild their lives in a safe environment. They have
shown incredible resilience and strength, but they need our support to establish
a comfortable and stable home.

Our group, The Welcoming Project, has resettled three other families in the
central Connecticut area working with IRIS and Welcome Corps. (As many of
you know these organizations were defunded by executive order shortly after the
presidential inauguration.)  We were recently matched to two new families
through Patchwork Indy www.patchworkindy.org. These families are Afghan
Special Immigrant Visa holders who served alongside the US military mission in
Afghanistan. The families will arrive by the end of May. They will be in
temporary housing (special Airbnb grant) for the first 30 days. During that time,
our resettlement group will locate permanent housing. These families arrive with
few material possessions.   

Items Needed
We are collecting the following gently used or new household goods to help the
family settle in:
·      Furniture: Beds, sofas, chairs, tables, dressers, and shelves.
·      Kitchen Items: Pots, pans, dishes, utensils, small appliances and food safe
storage containers for bulk grains.
·      Bedding: Sheets, pillows, blankets, and comforters.
·      Bathroom supplies: Towels, shower curtains, toiletries, and cleaning
supplies.
·      General Household Items: Lamps, rugs, curtains, laundry baskets, tool kit,
and cleaning supplies.

How to Donate
Please contact Susan Walkama at swalkama218@gmail.com. I will arrange a
pick-up of your donation or donations may be dropped off at my home in
Newington. 

Contact Information
For any questions or further information, please reach out to Susan Walkama at
swalkama218@gmail.com or 860-681-7069.  Your generosity and kindness
will make a significant difference in the lives of these families as they begin their
new journey.

Thank you for your support.

Make your voice heard.
5 Calls is the easiest and most effective way for U.S.

constituents to make a political impact.

 

Religious Exploration
 

THANKS TO JOE RUBIN & ANHARED STOWE FOR TEACHING ON
SUNDAY: Joe Rubin and Anhared Stowe were outstanding teachers on
Sunday.  Need teachers for this Sunday, June 8.

THREE FROM YOUNG ADULT GROUP ARE ATTENDING THE UUA
GENERAL ASSEMBLY  (JUNE 18–22): Three members of the Young Adult
Group, Alyssa McDonald, Elie Box, and Leila Bittern are attending the UUA
General Assembly in Baltimore on June 18–22. They will also be helping out at
the UUWYN booth.  More on this next week.   

June 28 and July 19 will be USH RE days at Lake Compounce! Parents may
wish to buy Lake Compounce Season Passes for the kids - so they can use them
anytime this summer (In addition to the Lake Compounce Days).  Details on the
timing of when we meet will be provided later. Meanwhile, you may wish to
hold these dates. Please fill out the Permission Slip if attending. See
flyer here

 

Around Hartford
 

Join us in August, at Rowe Center for
The Together Retreat!
 
This all-ages retreat will join generations
hand in hand, individuals and families alike,
as you design your own experiences, choosing
from a range of workshops, outdoor
adventures, music, art, campfires. and more.
Enjoy the beauty of the Berkshire mountains,
the nearby lake and huge pine trees, and
Rowe's excellent food. We've made it possible
for this to be affordable with children free or
low cost.
 

Tuesday, August 19 – Saturday, August 23
Choose your own length of stay while feeling held in a close community.

 
REGISTER ONLINE:
https://rowecenter.org/together-retreat/
 
Contact either Co-Director with questions —
 
Rev. Sarah Pirtle: sarahpirtle@gmail.com
 
Bella Jaffe: ijaffe@wesleyan.edu
 
Clay Connor: executivedirector@rowecenter.org

 

USH Resources
 

June 2025 Board Meeting:
Tuesday, 6/10, 6:30 p.m.

Zoom Link

2024 – 2025 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nancy Kemmerer: President
Nina Elgo: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents.

Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and password.

The latest financial reports for FY 2024-2025 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for March 2025 have been posted. 
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Education
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
music@hartforduu.org 
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is

noon Tuesday!
Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements
about upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum,
unless other arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to
200 words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko
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Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko
 

USH Calendar of Events
 
The calendar for June 2025 can be viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society of Hartford

 

Unitarian Society of Hartford | 50 Bloomfield Ave | Hartford, CT 06105 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://hartforduu.org/events/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/USH-Weekly-E-News.html?soid=1139807813539&aid=ilHpu8dbUhw#
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/USH-Weekly-E-News.html?soid=1139807813539&aid=ilHpu8dbUhw#
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=cc33624e-040b-4c4a-a250-7c22d7e8123f

