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Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Call/Text: 860-539-1259

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

Call/Text: 860-539-5729

*The office is closed Monday May 26 for Memorial Day

Sunday Morning Service
May 25, 10:30

“The Most Tender of Possibilities"

Continuing our yearly theme of "living into possibilities",
Rev. Bob wonders if religion, at its best, provides a pathway

to vulnerability and authenticity. 

Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
Sue Smolski, Worship Associate

Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries
USH Choir

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.
Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934

Passcode: 128493
 

Virtual Coffee Hour to follow
* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

2025 Services
 

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

June 1 - “The Refugees of Samos”, Reverend Bob/Ann
LaPorte-Bryan, Worship Associate/Sam Moffett, Director of
Music Ministries 

June 5 - First Thursday Chapel Service - Reverend Bob/Margaret
Leicach, Worship Associate/Peter Meny, Greeter

June 8 - “My Wild, Precious Life: A Mary Oliver Recollection”,
Judy Robbins, Pulpit Guest/Rick Tsukada, Worship Associate/Sam
Moffett, Director of Music Ministries 

June 15 -Flower Communion, Reverend Bob/Michael Michaud, Worship
Associate/ Christopher Houlihan, guest organist.

Message from Rev. Bob...

On Sunday June 1st, after the service we will have three distinguished
guests with us for lunch: we’ll have speakers discussing their faiths of
Islam, Jainism, and Sikhism. Have you always wanted to know more about
the world’s religions? And as wars rage throughout the world, how good it
is to meet in peace, to learn about each other. This is part of a series
organized by the Connecticut Council of Interfaith Understanding, and all
three of our area UU congregations are taking turns to host. All are
welcome. Noon to 1:30 p.m., in our Fellowship Hall. Refreshments will be
served.

Gratefully yours,
Rev. Bob

   

USH General Interest
 

A number of members and friends have asked about a collection for Sam, to wish
them well and thank them for all their musical contributions during the 7 years
they have been with us.  I will be collecting contributions until Sunday, June
1. You can see me at the Meeting House or leave your donation with Karolina in
the office. If possible, please make your contribution in cash. If you have any
questions, please see me or contact me by email: (janicecnewton@gmail.c
om) or call me (860/212-6923). 

Thank you. 
Janice Newton

We’re All Part of a Web
A Gathering to Discuss USH
Congregational Response to this
Moment in History & Where to
From Here
 
We’re all in this together and striving to make this

world a better place. This was clear in the responses to the feedback Rev. Bob
requested to three questions posed regarding this moment in history and our
response/involvement as a congregation. Join Rev. Bob and others for a follow-
up Task Force meeting taking place at USH on Sunday, May 25, at Noon in
Classroom D to update each other about what has happened, discuss pending
plans, and share new ideas. 
 
During this meeting, any questions, feedback, or suggestions are welcome
regarding the poll summary and what has been proposed by Rev. Bob and the
Task Force, based on the poll responses. (CLICK HERE for the Report)
This group is an OPEN one, so feel free to stop in — either to listen or share your
ideas.
 
What has become abundantly clear is that USH folks wanted the focus to be both
on social action in the greater Hartford community, as well as tending to the
needs within our own USH community. Much has been happening already.
Learn more about this, as well as what is taking place soon. And if you have
another idea or a community connection you’d like to suggest, please do. Hope to
see you there!

Youth Sunday Pulpit Address
by Jonathan Bleck*

Hello... I am Jonathan, and for my speech I, like my fellow youth members,
would like to talk about my interests, passions, and pastimes.

I would like to take a step back, and turn back the clock to when I was much
younger, when I would not have to worry about things like waking up early, the
SATs, and trying to figure out what X of Log is. 

When I was younger, I was a creative kid but something I struggled with was
writing–: being able to transfer ideas to words was, and still slightly is, a massive
challenge for me. 

A bit later in life – around the 4th grade – I learned I had dyslexia; I then got
accommodations to help me. Even with my accommodations I hated writing for
most of my life; I found it as a tedious task that I struggled with too much. 

However, I persevered and, after a few years, writing has become one of my
favorite hobbies. It became one of my pastimes — it was how I was able to
express my creativity and ideas. Also, it allowed me to do something I have a
newfound passion for: world building. 

Being able to create worlds and realms of my own thoughts is something I strive
to get better at because of how fun it has been for me and for my friends, who
have read my short book lengths of text for our Dungeons and Dragons games.

Art has been another one of my interests that I loved since a young age. Even if I
am not as good as my mother with her masterpieces, I enjoy every second of it. I
have spent hours practicing and getting better over the years going from drawing
stick figures to almost being able to draw a hand.

I constantly doodle at home, in school, and on tests, sometimes getting
recognized for my art in school. Gaming has also been something that makes me
lose track of time.

Since I was young, I loved playing games. Videos on understanding how they
work, watching people make and talk about them have filled my online presence.
I have even made a few game ideas with my friends that we spent hours on
around a table, thinking of cool and interesting ideas.

We would talk about them so much we would forget to do our class work
sometime, but don't worry I would get it done *wink*. Videogames weren't the
only games I would obsess over. Thanks to my father, I learned about and got
into Magic the Gathering and Dungeons and Dragons, each of which I
subsequently passed onto my friends.

So, what has been the point of my talking about these topics? To show my main
interest and its effect on my life, my creativity. Now creativity s something that
everyone has to a degree and overall, most wouldn't call it a main interest, but I
do because of the ways I like to express my creativity via my writing, art, and
games. 

Creativity is something that everyone has and everyone has their own way to put
it out into the world. My fellow youth members are no exception, Colin and
Aaliyah use their music, Sophie uses welding, and I use my creativity. 

To finish, I have a quote from Albert Einstein. “Creativity is seeing what
everyone else has seen and thinking what no one else has thought.'' Thank you
for your time.

*Each year, one of our older youth delivers a pulpit talk, to help us grown-ups know them a little
better and learn of their hopes, interests, and aspirations. This year's speaker is Jonathan Bleck, son
of Aaron and Paula Bleck. Thank you, Jonathan, for sharing.

Our "Resilience" on Display

Congratulations to Barbara Alex and Helen David, for
creating USH's painting for the "Under One
Roof: Resilience" show at the Jewish Community
Center. USH was one of 35 organizations who
contributed a painting for this year's theme.

 In their artists' statement, David and Alex wrote,
"We believe our community is more resilient when we
build bridges across our diversity and get to know
each other on a deep level. For this reason, we are
honored to be a part of the Under One Roof project
organized by our beloved neighbor, the JCC.

Kudos to the artists for representing us — and thank you also to Evan Williams for
organizing our participation. The show can be viewed at the JCC through June 27.
While there's no charge for admission, please be prepared to show identification to
staff at the front desk.

Open Invitation for Art from
Members and Friends

Get in Touch with your Inner Artist

Join the Summertime joy!

The Ambulatory Art sub-council presents an all USH members and friends
non-juried show of paintings, photography and collage for a congregation-
wide art exhibit. YES!! We mean your art! No sweat if you never showed your
work before. So far we have about 10 contributors but we need more!
 
Bring your contribution by June 15 to Socinus (next to the office). Need help
with mats and frames? We have your back. Just let us know.
Your art piece should be clearly marked (or have a tag attached) with
the artist's name, e-mail address and telephone number. Mark your
work for sale if you wish. 30% goes to USH and is tax deductible.

 
We will hang the show on July 1 and it will remain up through the end of
September, 2025. Interested? Just drop off your art or e-mail Marye Gail

Harrison with questions by June 15. Her email address
is maryegailh@gmail.com.

Music Director Job Posting

The Unitarian Society of Hartford is seeking a self-motivated, forward-looking,
talented, resourceful, dynamic and dedicated Director of Music to lead our
congregation into a new era of musically congruent and inspirational worship
services. This position offers 18 hours/week, use of well-maintained musical
instruments and the ability for additional negotiated compensation for special
events.  

Link to Job Posting
Notes from Open Forum for Music Director Posting

News From The Village for Families &
Children

At the Annual Meeting of the Village for Families
& Children on May 15, attendees learned about the
continuing renovations of the Village’s 100-year-
old main campus at 1680 Albany Avenue, the red
brick buildings adjacent to USH.

The first step of the renovation was the fence we can see from our windows. The
fence was built to protect the children at The Village. Years ago, a child ran away
and was hit by a car. Thankfully, he was only injured, yet this event underscored
the need for security.

Other renovations include upgrades to residential bedrooms, lounges, and other
living areas. After 100 years the buildings were showing signs of age. The project
includes expanding outdoor play areas. Children benefit from being outdoors
and improved recreational spaces will facilitate the therapeutic
environment. Clinicians will be able to include play therapy in their treatment
plans.

At the meeting, we heard from Village clients, adults who had been foster
children and adoptees. Two new champions for children were recognized, and a
Village foster youth sang beautifully. It was great evening celebrating the good
work of the Village.

~ Joanne Orlando

First Friday Discussions, Library and Zoom
Friday, June 6, 10:30 a.m. – noon, in USH Library                                        
Zoom link Meeting ID: 846 8086 5811

On the first Friday of each month, September through June, all are welcome to
an informal conversation led by Rev. Bob. This month: for June, we’re invited to
share vacation stories. What does “summer vacation” conjure up for you? Come
hear – and share, if you wish – vacation stories from the wonderful to the
disastrous to the inspiring.

First Thursday Chapel Evening Service
USH Chapel, June 5, 6 p.m.

Come to the last chapel service of the season. Evening vespers chapel services are
a short, meditative service that offers an opportunity to unwind and reflect.
Everyone always welcome. 

'Hands & Hearts' will not meet Friday May 23rd, 30th,
and June 6th.

Meetings will resume on Friday June 13, 1 to 3 p.m. in
Murray. (Murray is next to the elevator, toward the chapel.)

Many of us already know the kind of meditative solace and
cadent creativity that working with your hands can offer. This

group is an opportunity to talk, share, relate, and relax as we work on our
projects together. Bring your knitting, crochet work, sewing, quilting, hooking,
(any kind of handwork you enjoy), as well as your news, your thoughts, your
worries, and whatever's on your mind. There will always be available supplies in
our 'fiber library' if you'd like to start a new project, or try something different.

If you are not a crafter but would love the camaraderie and the chance to meet
new friends, you are very welcome. Contact Deana for more information.

Interfaith Dialogue Series — noon to 1:30 p.m.

June 1 - Unitarian Society of Hartford Fellowship Hall
Topic: Islam, Jainism, and Sikhism
Speakers:
Tamkanat Mohiuddin: Islam
Piyush Shah: Jainism
Ishprit Kaur: Sikhism
Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 860 233 9897

July 20 - Unitarian Universalist Society East with Rev. Josh Pawelek
Topic: Unitarianism, Baha'i, and Hinduism

USH Picnic — in Fellowship Hall:

Sunday, June 8, 11:30 – 12:30

Sign up in advance by family, so we know how
many hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers, and
gluten-free rolls are needed. See Janice Newton at
the Caring Network table during coffee hour to sign
up. 

Bring your favorite potluck salad or side; also,
please label your dish and drop it off before the service on the day of the
picnic. Leftovers need to go home with you because we don't have room to store
them in the refrigerator.

And... there will be cake! So please don't bring additional desserts as
pot luck contributions...

Pizza and Movie Night
Friday, June 13,  5 – 9 p.m.
 
Join us for an evening of conversation, pizza, salad,
dessert and movie, plus an opportunity to talk following
the movie.   The June movie will be THE WILD
ROBOT. 
 
Sign up and pre-pay during Coffee Hour at the Caring
Network table, or email Janice Newton. $15* covers
pizza, salad, dessert, non-alcoholic beverages. Feel free to
bring your own beer or wine, if that’s your preference. *Or
$5/slice, for the light eaters.

 

Social Justice
 
 

USH MAY GOOD
NEIGHBOR
OFFERING

USH Youth Group chooses Church
Street Eats as May "Good
Neighbor"
  

Church Street Eats is a cooperative ministry of Christ Church Cathedral,
one of the oldest churches in Hartford. Their mission is to provide meals
and clothing to people in need. USH youth group has been and continues
to be their primary soup creator, replenishing the stock on a monthly
basis. As the number of people who depend on their services increase, we
support their work as our Good Neighbors.

GNO Update
Thank you all for your continuing support for our Good Neighbor Offerings.
In April, USH raised $1,413.20 for our Good Neighbor, South Park Inn.

Together we continue to make a difference.

NO KINGS: Hartford Rally  
Saturday, June 14
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
At: Connecticut State Capitol
210 Capitol Avenue

About this rally —
In America, we don’t put up with would-be kings. 
"NO KINGS" is a national day of action and mass mobilization, in response to
increasing authoritarian excesses and corruption in the executive branch. We’ve
watched crack-downs on free speech, detainments of people for expressing
political views, threats to deport American citizens, and defiance of the courts.

On June 14, we’re showing up everywhere we can — to say no
thrones, no crowns, no kings. 

Check out nokings.org for more information.

A core principle behind all No Kings events is a commitment to nonviolent
action. We expect all participants to seek to de-escalate any potential
confrontation with those who disagree with our values. Rallies are volunteer-
organized.

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry News

So sorry, folks! No more gift cards, please. They're being
scammed before the Food Pantry can use them!
Please give cash or checks as well as beautiful healthy foods.

In gratitude,
Diana Heymann

Save The Date! June 7, @ noon —
PrideFEST MARCH

USH joins the Universalist Church of West
Hartford in Connecticut's largest PRIDE
celebration!
Come march with us — USH t-shirts, flag, and
banner provided!
Please contact Judy for
details: ushsocialjustice@gmail.com
https://www.middletownpride.org/partici

pate

Dear GHIAA:

As we saw earlier this week, in spite of so much organized
support and a good deal of legislative buy-in, our priority bills
have not moved forward as we would hope. However, our
ongoing advocacy is being heard, and although these bills are
still at risk, they are not dead yet, and we are not giving up.
(Check out this CT Mirror article on our powerful
Interfaith Day of Action for the Trust Act this week, and this
Fox 61 story on the Just Cause rally.)

Please join us in continuing the fight by contacting our leaders every day with the
specific asks below. Your voices are critical. Even if you have already
reached out, please continue to do so daily. We have heard from
legislators and their aides that receiving this message repeatedly is important to
keep it on the front burner (and is not annoying!).
 
Call and email your state representative with the following message:
My name is [name] and I live in [town]. As your constituent and as a leader
with GHIAA, I want to continue to urge you to take action on two critical
issues:

1. Please contact Speaker Ritter and urge him to caucus Just Cause eviction
protections (HB 6889) again, and then call it for a vote. This bill has more
than enough committed support to pass.

2. When the Trust Act (HB 7212) is brought up in caucus or on the floor,
please fight for a meaningful Private Right of Action and do not accept a
watered-down version that will be meaningless.

These are urgent priorities to protect CT residents, and our state deserves to
know where our legislators and governor stand, not to have these bills die
quietly without public consideration. Will you please do all you can to move
them forward today? Thank you.
 
Call and email the Governor’s office with the following message:
My name is [name] and I live in [town]. As a constituent and a leader with
GHIAA, I am disappointed at the governor’s failure to take bold moral
leadership in this time. I am asking Governor Lamont to act on the following
three critical priorities:

1. Declare a fiscal emergency now so that our state can invest necessary
resources in human needs and position ourselves to respond to federal
cuts.

2. Protect our immigrant community members by supporting and signing
HB 7212 with a meaningful Private Right of Action to make the Trust Act
enforceable.

3. Expand Just Cause eviction protections to tenants of all ages and
disability statuses by signing HB 6889 when it comes to his desk.

 
We need the governor to have the courage to do what is right, to stand up for
our state’s values and the rights of CT residents, and not to give in to the federal
administration’s threats and bullying. Thank you.

More details for those who are interested: Regarding the Trust Act, if you are
wondering what a meaningful Private Right of Action is, this is an important
provision in the bill that would add enforceability to the existing Trust Act
passed in 2019. Currently, the law lacks teeth, and when violations occur, there is
no recourse or remedy. Passing a meaningful Private Right of Action would give
people the right to sue if their rights have been violated in this way, which will
help to ensure that the law is followed.

If these bills are not called for a vote in the coming few days, their chances of
making it through the remainder of the process are slim. Now is the time to raise
our voices loudly and demand that our leaders lead with courage and integrity.

Thank you for your faithfulness in this fight for justice.

Peace,
Jocelyn and the GHIAA Team
Rev. Jocelyn Gardner Spencer (she/her) 
Lead Organizer, Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance 
Center for Leadership and Justice 
860-527-9860 x108 | jgardnerspencer@cljct.org 
47 Vine Street, Hartford, CT 06112 | www.cljct.org 

Request for Donations
Support a Refugee Family by Donating Household Goods/Furniture

I am reaching out to you with an urgent appeal to help two newly arrived Afghan
refugee families. These families have endured tremendous hardships as US allies
and are now seeking to rebuild their lives in a safe environment. They have
shown incredible resilience and strength, but they need our support to establish
a comfortable and stable home.

Our group, The Welcoming Project, has resettled three other families in the
central Connecticut area working with IRIS and Welcome Corps. (As many of
you know these organizations were defunded by executive order shortly after the
presidential inauguration.)  We were recently matched to two new families
through Patchwork Indy www.patchworkindy.org. These families are Afghan
Special Immigrant Visa holders who served alongside the US military mission in
Afghanistan. The families will arrive by the end of May. They will be in
temporary housing (special Airbnb grant) for the first 30 days. During that time,
our resettlement group will locate permanent housing. These families arrive with
few material possessions.   

Items Needed
We are collecting the following gently used or new household goods to help the
family settle in:
·      Furniture: Beds, sofas, chairs, tables, dressers, and shelves.
·      Kitchen Items: Pots, pans, dishes, utensils, small appliances and food safe
storage containers for bulk grains.
·      Bedding: Sheets, pillows, blankets, and comforters.
·      Bathroom supplies: Towels, shower curtains, toiletries, and cleaning
supplies.
·      General Household Items: Lamps, rugs, curtains, laundry baskets, tool kit,
and cleaning supplies.

How to Donate
Please contact Susan Walkama at swalkama218@gmail.com. I will arrange a
pick up of your donation or donations may be dropped off at my home in
Newington. 

Contact Information
For any questions or further information, please reach out to Susan Walkama at
swalkama218@gmail.com or 860-681-7069.  Your generosity and kindness
will make a significant difference in the lives of these families as they begin their
new journey.
Thank you for your support.

 

Religious Exploration
 

THANKS TO MARYE GAIL FOR LAST SUNDAY: Thanks to Marye Gail
who helped with RE and brought her cosmic picture books and wizard
robe.  Very grateful! She will also be there on Sunday. We could use a couple of
more parents to help with teaching and supervising.

OUTSTANDING JOB BY THE YOUTH & THE MOMS: This Sunday, we
will have the seven principles up in the classrooms in Spanish as well. 

NEED TEACHERS THIS SUNDAY: We need teachers for this Sunday.  

YOUTH CAMPING TRIP JUNE 6–8: The USH youth have been invited by
the Northhampton UU to a camping trip at Otter River State Forest on June 6-
8. More info on this soon. Link to the location:  OTTER RIVER STATE
FOREST CAMPGROUND - Reviews (Baldwinville, MA)  Flyer Attached
here  

YOUTH ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THE UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
– JUNE 18–22: The UUA General Assembly is in Baltimore on June 18-22.
Youth are encouraged to attend. Kindly see:  https://www.uua.org/ga  Let's
have a great showing and meet youth from other congregations across the
USA and beyond!  Kindly see flyer here 

June 28 and July 19 will be USH RE days at Lake Compounce! Parents may
wish to buy Lake Compounce Season Passes for the kids - so they can use them
anytime this summer (In addition to the Lake Compounce Days).  Details on the
timing of when we meet will be provided later. Meanwhile, you may wish to
hold these dates. Please fill out the Permission Slip if attending. See
flyer here

 

Around Hartford
 

Learn more about Race Amity Day at ct-cra.org and download 'Invitation-PDF'.
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Join us in August, at Rowe Center for
The Together Retreat!
 
This all-ages retreat will join generations
hand in hand, individuals and families alike,
as you design your own experiences, choosing
from a range of workshops, outdoor
adventures, music, art, campfires. and more.
Enjoy the beauty of the Berkshire mountains,
the nearby lake and huge pine trees, and
Rowe's excellent food. We've made it possible
for this to be affordable with children free or
low cost.
 

Tuesday, August 19 – Saturday, August 23
Choose your own length of stay while feeling held in a close community.
 
Something for everyone — workshops, swimming, campfires, music,
games, laughter, offering fun and meaning. Each morning and afternoon a
range of workshops and other activity options will be announced. There
will be outdoor excursions, expressive arts choices, and meaningful
discussions.
 
The Together Retreat is hosted by Co-Directors
Sarah Pirtle (she/her) and Bella Jaffe (they/them). Alongside their staff
from across the Rowe community, they create a safe and transformative
space for all ages.
 
REGISTER ONLINE:
https://rowecenter.org/together-retreat/
 
Contact either of the Co-Directors with questions —
 
Rev. Sarah Pirtle: sarahpirtle@gmail.com
 
Bella Jaffe: ijaffe@wesleyan.edu
 
Clay Connor: executivedirector@rowecenter.org

 

USH Resources
 

June 2025 Board Meeting:
Tuesday, 6/10, 6:30 p.m.

Zoom Link

2024 – 2025 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nancy Kemmerer: President
Nina Elgo: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. You will need the user ID and Password to access these
documents.

Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and password.

The latest financial reports for FY 2024-2025 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2024/25 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for March 2025 have been posted. 
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
Cell: 860-539-1259
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100
Cell: 860-539-5729

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Education
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
music@hartforduu.org 
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is

noon Tuesday!
Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements
about upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum,
unless other arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to
200 words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

USH Calendar of Events
 
The calendar for May 2025 can be viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the Unitarian Society of Hartford

 

Unitarian Society of Hartford | 50 Bloomfield Ave | Hartford, CT 06105 US
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