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"Nourishing Spirit,
Building Community,
Working for Justice"

 
50 Bloomfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105

(860) 233-9897
Email: office@hartforduu.org

www.hartforduu.org

Minister
Thursday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. – noon
or by appointment.

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.– 2 p.m.

*The Office will be closed
Monday February 17

Sunday Morning Service
February 16, 10:30

"Centering Compassion"

How would you respond if someone sent you a letter with a strong
accusation against you? What if the letter was clearly heartfelt, but a lot of
it didn't make much sense, or even contradicted itself? What if the letter-
writer acknowledged their own struggle with self-acceptance? Let's talk
about the ways in which we might respond and what it might mean — to
the letter-writer, but also to us — to "Put Love at the Center" of our
response.

Rev. Andrew Millard, Pulpit Guest
Margaret Leicach, Worship Associate

 Sam Moffett, Director of Music Ministries

Rev. Andrew Millard – Pulpit Guest
The Rev. Andrew Millard (he/they/A) has served the Mission
of the UU Fellowship of the Peninsula in Newport News since
2010. Born and raised in England, he came to the United
States for graduate school in physics; some years later he
joined the Sierra Club, the Institute on Religion in an Age of

Science, the World Pantheist Movement, and the Unitarian Society of
Hartford (in that order). He went back to school at Hartford Seminary
before transferring to the Iliff School of Theology in Denver. Andrew lives
in Gloucester, VA with Allison, their pre-teen daughter, and their furry
family.

Margaret Leicach – Worship Associate
Margaret was baptized Methodist, raised Moravian, spent a
few years as a Congregationalist, and then abstained for a few
years. She discovered USH by sheer accident in the 80's and
immediately knew she was 'home'. Her adult children and 2

grandchildren, agnostics all, happily attend USH with her when they are in
the area.

Can't be here in person for worship?
Join us on ZOOM 10:30 a.m.

Meeting ID: 931 0388 7934
Passcode: 128493

 
Virtual Coffee Hour to follow

* Note: Zoom Coffee Hour ends at noon

This Sunday is Soup Sunday

Worship is also streamed on Facebook —
follow our page and receive notifications every time we go live.

2025 Services
 

Upcoming Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.

February 23 – Reverend Bob/Ben Harvey & Laurie
Kelliher, Worship Associates

March 2 – “‘Moving Forward Together’: Women's
History Month”, Sue Smolski, Margaret Leicach & Miriam Byroade,
Worship Leaders/Marye Gail Harrison, poet/ Sarah McKenzie, singer.

March 9 – Reverend Bob/Rick Tsukada, Worship Associate

March 16 - Rev AJ Johnson, Pulpit Guest/ Peter Meny, Worship
Associate

 
Message from Reverend Bob...

Hi everyone! As you may have seen elsewhere in this e-news, there are
meetings coming up this Sunday and the following Thursday for anyone
interested in becoming a member. I know Groucho Marx said, “I refuse to
join any club that would have me as a member,” but we hope Groucho’s
wisdom won’t deter you from at least checking us out. These sessions are
open to anyone who is interested in learning more about USH and
Unitarian Universalism, so even if you have no intention of ever becoming
a member, you are welcome to attend and learn more. Membership is not a
requirement to being involved at USH (though members do have the
privilege of voting on congregational initiatives, which is occasionally very
important!)

And if you are thinking of membership – thank you for considering it! We
believe we have something very valuable here – a place for community, a
place for belonging, a place to make a difference, a place for wonder,
solace, and love. We’re glad others feel the same way! Here’s to everyone
who is a part of this community, members and friends and everyone who
gathers.

Gratefully yours,
Rev. Bob

  

USH General Interest
 

Update #1 National Historic Register
Event

 
Invitations have been mailed for our special 90-minute
service on March 23 to celebrate our inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places. Thanks to all those
who made suggestions for the guest list. To keep
expenses down, members and friends of USH, (you who
are reading this) will not get an actual printed invitation

in snail mail, but you are the most treasured guests! We are planning on your
attendance that day.

Many visitors are expected. Special gift bags for guests are being assembled
containing information about USH and UUism. The contents will be similar to
our regular newcomer packet available on the Welcome table.

Because of the number of visitors that Sunday, parking may be tight. Please
consider carpooling. If you don’t mind the walk, park down toward the Knox
garden. We have many folks who live at Seabury and we hope that you can
arrange for the Seabury bus to transport you.

Sue Smolski reports that Peter Meny, Brian Harvey, Sherry Manetta, and Melissa
Gatica have volunteered to give tours of the main floor of the building following
the service. Evan Williams and a few others have been tidying rooms along the
ambulatory.

The church will be resplendent with special music that day. Michael Michaud has
booked acclaimed musicians: Christopher Houlihan on our organ, along with
Katie Reardon, soprano, and John Charles Thomas on trumpet.

LU Giamatteo and Nancy Kemmerer are finalizing plans for our catered lunch
following the service. The congregation is invited to bring desserts to share.

Watch this space for regular updates. Judy Robbins and Nancy
Kemmerer are Co-Chairs of this event. Offers to volunteer or any
questions can be directed to either of them. 

Become a Member of USH…

A sense of belonging, a hope of warm welcome, a deep
need for connection—to community, to purpose or to
inspiration and maybe a touch of the divine…
membership offers further opportunities of connection
in this vibrant community of liberal religious ideals,
principled living and simple friendship.

Rev. Bob and Laurie Kelliher will have two sessions for those interested in
becoming a member of the USH congregation. Though not a requirement for
membership, these two meetings explore the UU religion, USH history, ways to
become connected, and an opportunity to meet with others interested in
membership. If you can only attend one session, you are more than welcome.

Join Rev. Bob and Laurie Kelliher for these two meetings:  
Sunday, February 16, 11:45 –1:00 (Soup Sunday)
Thursday, February 20, 7–9 p.m.

RSVP Laurie Kelliher larkkelliher@gmail.com (so I know how many cookies
to bake) 

Big Bob's Blowout Bible Bonanza
*Last Session*

February 13, 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

PIZZA AND MOVIE NIGHT
Friday, FEBRUARY 14
FELLOWSHIP HALL
 
5:00 p.m. – Gather for popcorn, soda, & socializing
5:30 – Pizza's delivered; sit and EAT
6:30 – Movie and discussion

 
$15, for PIZZA, SALAD, AND DESSERT (or $5/slice)
 
Join us for an evening of conversation, pizza, salad, dessert and movie, plus
sharing impressions following the movie.  Our February movie will be Past
Lives... this little-seen 2022 release (Korean, with English subtitles when
necessary) offers a reflection on complications presenting themselves when
childhood friends reconnect in adulthood amid other commitments.
 
Sign up at Fellowship Hour at the Caring Network table, or email Janice
Newton. $15* covers pizza, salad, dessert, non-alcoholic beverages. Feel free to
bring your own beer or wine, if that’s your preference.
*Or $5/slice, for the light eaters.

Sing-Along Saturday:
February 15, 2– 5 p.m.
Meditation Sanctuary

Join us at the next Meeting House Sing-Along. Song sheets and some loaner
copies of Rise Up Singing or Rise Again are available.
 
Come early or come late, whatever fits your schedule. Some of us bring snacks,
but that is not required (or organized). If the weather is good, we meet outside
around to the right of the building, in the Memorial Garden. Contact: Fred
Louis or Ed Savage for more information.

LUNCH BUNCH:
Tuesday, February 18: Noon – 2 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
 
Join us in Fellowship Hall for camraderie and conversation
while enjoying your brown-bag lunch. Bring what you like —
there's a microwave, if heating's required — and please bring
your own beverage, too. 

Sign up at Fellowship Hour at the Caring Network table, or email Janice
Newton so we know how many places to set up.

Meeting House Presents:
Amy Gallatin and Stillwaters
Friday, February 21, 7:00 p.m.
Tickets: $20 at the door

The powerhouse duo of Amy Gallatin and
renowned resophonic guitarist Roger Williams —
20 and 40 year veterans of the New England music

scene--joined forces a few years ago to explore their mutual love of country
standards, served up with an acoustic treatment in the bluegrass vein.

The result is a toe-tapping blend of heartfelt vocals, soaring harmonies and
red-hot picking, traditional yet modern and distinct.

New Round of Connection Circles
It’s that time of year again... Connection Circles start March 11. If you’re
interested, please email or message me with your preferred day, — Tuesday,
Wednesday, or Thursday — and time — afternoon or evening. 

There will also be sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall after services through March
9. Since places are limited, please sign up only if you know you can participate.
Thanks.

Martha
Marthabradley49@yahoo.com

Men's Group — Thursday March 6, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

The men’s group wants to open up the group to new members.
We meet on the first Thursday of the month in David's Den, next to the Library.

Please contact Jim Landis at jimlandis@aol.com or 607 304 0716 for more
information.

 

Social Justice
 
 

For those of us unable to attend Senators Murphy
and Blumenthal’s Citizens Meeting last weekend, the
link is below:

Citizens Meeting with Senators Murphy and
Blumenthal
Held on Saturday, February 8.

GNO News

Thank you all for your continuing support for our Good Neighbor Offerings. In
January USH raised $1,374 for our Good Neighbor, Operation Fuel.

Together we can help to make a difference.

The Brother Carl Hardrick Institute
(BCHI) is February's Good Neighbor
Offering

Brother Carl Hardrick is now in his
eighties. For over 50 years he worked with

the youth in Hartford's North End to mitigate gang and other violence. His
work received national recognition. When the Hartford Police were asked
what could be done to suppress violence, they said "Give us more Brother
Carls." The BCHI was created to meet this need, for it trains
community members on how to diffuse tense situations. While most of its
work involves Hartford residents, it also works with groups in surrounding
towns. 

The people it helps are our neighbors. The Hartford Promise Zone. which
is the only one with Federal recognition in New England, is the part of
Hartford we see when we look out our Chapel's windows. Ir has alarmingly
high rates of unemployment, violent crime, and food insecurity. In
addition, the area is marked with several blighted commercial and
industrial sites. It is also one of the poorest in the country. The zone’s
average per capita income is $12,099 and only 38.3% of residents have a
high school degree. Such areas breed despair, which the BCHI works to
mitigate.

The institute's work can be best summed up by Brother Carl's words,
which are: " When you say you're going to help them, they're going to call
you at 2 o'clock in the morning. The question is, are you going to
respond? So every time they called me, I was always there, whether it was
a school issue, whether it was a fight, because everybody fails. The
question is picking yourself up."

 

Horace Bushnell Food Pantry
and Coat Drive

Yes, Horace Bushnell is in the "Promise Zone": "One of
the poorest areas in our country with an average per
capita income of $12,099 and just 38.3% of residents have a high school
diploma".

Please help provide Healthy Food and good Warm Coats to the folks in this
area "we see when we look out our Chapel windows

In gratitude,
Diana Heymann

 

Religious Exploration
 

SOUP SUNDAY: It's Soup Sunday for the Youth and older
Explorers on February 16.  

KRISTEN PILDIS teaches on February 16: Thanks to
Kristen Pildis for volunteering to teach the Explorers this
Sunday.  

UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY: The UUA General Assembly is in Baltimore on
June 18 – 22. (see Youth General Assembly flyer) Youth are encouraged to
attend. Please see:  https://www.uua.org/ga  Let's have a great showing and
meet youth from other congregations across the USA and beyond!  

We are looking to start a college-age, young adult
social/spiritual group. If you know of someone who might be suitable for the
group and might be interested in joining, please feel free to send the following
Zoom link for a short introductory discussion: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86925906263?
pwd=8Eyfx4aA86B3HjixEIipqQWAko11Hl.1

The Zoom meeting is Thursday, February 13, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Around Hartford
 
 

Stand Up for Justice & Love
Fighting Back Against the New
Administration's Attack on Vulnerable
Populations & Protecting Human Needs &
Rights

Friday, Feb. 14, 7:30 – 9 a.m.

Immanuel Congregational Church (10 Woodland Street) *Gather at
the corner of Farmington Ave and Woodland St. (Hartford)

We stand together to call for urgent action in response to policies and the
budgetary impact of the present federal administration on vulnerable
populations in the Hartford area and CT and the country.

As community leaders from Immanuel Congregational Church and other
faith-based and community leaders from Greater Hartford, we support
urgent action to address the new federal administration's impacts on our
human rights and needs, including impacting the most vulnerable people
in our communities: immigrants and refugees, the LGBTQ+ community-
particularly transgender and nonbinary people-people experiencing
poverty, justice-involved individuals, women needing reproductive care,
racial justice, environmental justice, health care, basic human services,
among other areas.

We hold up and support the needs in our community, including:
Love and Care for our Neighbors and Community
Support Fundamental Human Needs and Services
Support Protecting and Upholding Human Rights
Care for the Vulnerable: Assuring Food Security, Housing,
Healthcare, Security, Employment, Disability Services & Other Basic
Human Needs
Protection of the Environment
Reject Racism & Support Diversity Equity Inclusion and Accessibility
Fight for the Powerless
Care for Trans/Nonbinary Neighbors
Care for the Immigrant/Refugee
Share Earthly and Spiritual Resources

For More Information Contact:
Anne Stanback annestanback@gmail.com
Dr. Jay Terbush jayterbush@outlook.com

 
 

USH Resources
 

March 2025 Board Meeting:
Tuesday, 3/11, 6:30 p.m.

Zoom Link

2024 – 2025 USH Board of Directors —
 
Nancy Kemmerer: President
Nina Elgo: President-Elect
Jon Covault: Treasurer
Gloria Mengual: Secretary
Laura Cipriano: Community Within Council Chair
Laurie Kelliher: Membership Council Chair
Jim Venneman: Finance Council Chair
Rick Tsukada: Spiritual Life Council Chair
Paul Cipriano: Administration Council Chair
Judy Sullivan: Social Justice Council Chair

Have a question or comment for the board? Send an email
to: ushboardofdirectors@gmail.com.

The latest financial reports for FY 2024-2025 have been posted;
click HERE to view.
 
See the 2023/24 Annual Report HERE
 
The Board Meeting Minutes for December 2024 have been posted. 
 
Click HERE to view the USH Directory, Reports, and other church business
information online. Contact Karolina Wojtysko for the username and
password.
 
Link for Welcome Team Sign-Up Genius Quarter 1 2025

USH Staff:
 
Rev. Bob Janis, Minister
minister@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 103
 
Karolina Wojtysko, Church Operations Manager
office@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 100

Shahan Islam, Director of Religious Education
shahan@hartforduu.org | 860-233-9897 ext. 104

Sam Moffett, Director of Music
music@hartforduu.org 
 
Patty Peck, Bookkeeper 
ushtreasurer50@gmail.com

The deadline for USH E-news submissions is

noon Tuesday!
Please write in the 'Subject' field "USH Enews", and include the
dates that your submission should be featured. Announcements
about upcoming events appear for two consecutive weeks maximum,
unless other arrangements have been made with the editorial team.

 
When forwarding information concerning an "outside" event or
organization, please pre-edit your copy in order to keep the piece to
200 words or less. Note that all material is subject to editing prior to
publication. Also, please submit editable material (text and images
separately, rather than "poster" format).

 
Articles should be sent as email file attachments, (MS Word preferred) and
images need to be sent separately as jpeg, jpg, png, tiff, bmp, or gif files.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Editor-in-Chief: Tina Davies
Production and Technical Expertise: Karolina Wojtysko

 

USH Calendar of
Events
 
The calendar for February 2025 can be
viewed HERE.
 
Please consult our Online Calendar
regularly for all upcoming events
coordinated by the
Unitarian Society of Hartford
 
To submit a Calendar Request or Zoom Meeting click HERE.
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